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District of Maryland, ss.

BE I'l' REMEMBERFED, That on the twenty-seventh day of October, in the

Umes ¥ fOrty first year of the Independence of the United States

SuaL of America, Samuel Cole, and Benjamin Edcs, of the suid

o District, have deposited in this office the iitle of a Book,

the right whercof they claim as Proprietors, in the words
following, to uit:

“The Freemasons’ Library, and General Ahiman Rezon; containing a
“delincation of the true principles of Freemasonry, Speculative and Opera-
*¢tive, Religions and Moral: compiled from the writings of the most approv-
“ed Authors, with Notes und occasional Remarks. By Samuel Cole, 2. JI.
“Of Concordia und Cassia Lodges, P. G. 8. of the G. L. of Md. K. T.
“K. M. &c. In principio erat Scrmo ille, et Sermo ille erat apud Deum;
seratque ille Sermo Deus —Evungelivm Secundum Joannem —At first she
“will walk with him by crooked ways, and bring fear and dread upon Lim,
san:d prove him by her -liscipline, until she may trust his soul, and try him
“by her laws. Then will she return the straight way unto him, and comfort
“him and shew him her secrets.— Ecclesiusticus.

In conformity to an act of the Congress of the United States, entitled,
tAn act tor the encouragement of learning, by securing the copices of maps,
charts and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copics, during the
times therein inentioned;” and also to the act, entitled, **An act supplemen-
tary to the act, entitled, an ant for the encouragement of learning, by sccur-
iny the copics of maps, charts and books, to the authors and proprictors of
such copies, during the times therein mentioned, and extending the bene-
fits thireof to the urts of designing, engraving and ctching historical and
other prints,” PHILIP MOORE,

Clerk of the District of Murylund.
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SANCTION OF THE GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND.

WHEREAS, By a Resolution of the Graxp Lobpek of
Maryland, Brothers P. P. EckeL, H. S. KEaTINGE, W,
Frick, E. G. Woonyear and G. R. STEWART, were ap-
pointed a Committee to superintend the publication of a
new edition of the AHIMAN REZON, proposed to be pub-
lished by Brother SamueL CoLe, under the title of the
IREEMASONS LIBRARY, and to give the samne the sanc-
tion of the Grand LobGEe:

BE IT KNOWN, That said Committee having exam-
ined said Work, do find it, in every respect, worthy of the
sanction of the Geann LobnGe, and consequently recom-
mend it to all masons, as a FEtthfid Guide.

PHILIP P. ECKEL,
HENRY 8. KEATINGE,
WILLIAM FRICK,
EDWARD G. WOODYEAR,
G. R. STEWART.

*22)71UM00)

[4 note, of which the following is a copy, was received by
the Compiler before the Grand Lodge Committee (of whom
the writer is a member ) were called upon for their opinion
and sanction of the Work. I take pleasure in annexing it

to the foregoing Certificate.]
RESPECTED BROTHER,

I have perused your manuscript
copy of the «Freemasons’ Library, &c.” with much satis-
faction. Your arrangement of the different degrees in
Masonry is judicious, your sclections from different au-
thors pleasing; and your quotations from Holy Writ, use-
ful and instructive. As far as I am capable of judging, it
is the best work of the kind I have seen: believing, that it
will serve the experienced brother as a yseful remembran-.
cer, and the young beginner in Masonry as a correct M; -

pleasing instructor. Your Brother, -
PH. P. ECKEL.

*w






PREFACE,

—— G

Tre length of time which has elapsed since the first
publication of a Maryland ¢«Ahiman Rezon’’—the very
limited edition of that work, and the many important facts
which have since occurred, in the history of Masonry is
Maryland—seemed to render a work like the present a de-
sideratum. At the solicitation of a number of worthy breth-
ren, whose able assistance and co-operation were promis-
ed and faithfully given, I was induced to undertake this
compilation. It was ssbegun, continued, and ended,’”” amidst-
the bustle of ah active business, which left me but little leis-
ure, to attend to inaccuracies, of arrangement, or style, and
which has necessarily delayed its appearance much beyoul
the expected period of its publication.

To the kind and indulgent members of the Fraternity,
little more, I trust, need be said, to palliate the imperfec-
tions of the work now offered to their notice. I do notpro-
fess to be & writer; nor should I now have intruded myself
before my brethren, in that character, had I not reposed too
much confidence in their benevolence, to dread their criticism.
The truth is, I have reccived such valuable aid in the prosey
cution of my labours, that I have had little more to do, than
to abridge, arrange, and set in order, the many books and*~ .
manuscripts, which have heen placed in my hands. This
has been done, in uch a way as appeared best calculated &
illustrate and explain the several degrees of the Order.

With respect to any hope of pecuniary emolument, I must
entreat my brethren to believe that no such sordid motive .
eutered into my views—I am a Mason—and am in love with .
Masonry; and no man, who is duly impressed with the proud
pre-eminence of this noble Order, this radiant emanation of
Divine Love, can feel the chilling influence of avarice. Ne?
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the precepts of our Institution, the laws of our Founder, the
aniversal practice of our members, forbid the grovellingidea
of selfish considerations. The T'emple of Masonry bears on
its front the impress of an Almighty Builder—the tide of
time has dashed against its walls in vain—the storms of per-
secution have passed over it with harmless fury—the shafts
of malice have fallen, innoxious, at its threshold—the as-
saults of its foes have ended in their own disgrace. What,
but the work of a Divine Master, could thus have withstood
the all-subduing influence of time, the rage of human pas-
sions, the ceascless revolutions of all mortal things!—

I cannot, perhaps, conclude this short address in more ap-
propriate terms, than those to be found in the following ex-
tracts of aletter, which was kindly put into my hands a few
days ago, by a much esteemed and distinguished member of
our Fraternity. The brief analysis which it contains of
‘Masonry, cannot be too deeply impressed upon the minds
of all, who are, or would become, Free and Accepted Ma-
sons.

) Natches, May 27, 1817.

*Your friendly letter of the 22d ultimo, I have had the pleasure to receive
—1I thank you for the expressions of brotherly kindnegs therein, and shall
pray Almighty God to enable us, in futurc life, to know, feel, and enjoy eve-
ry masonic blessing within our reach. '

«Wait atime with patience” until I present before you the outline of my
masonic life. From an early period 1became in principle a mason, and avail-
&d myself of the first opportunity of initiation, and in the first degree per-
oeived, that inappretiable blessings were before me, solemn and extremely
important principles of divine truth were inculcated. In the sccond degree
F obtained rules to reduce to practice the principles of the first. The third
degree afforded a rich treasure of theoretical and practical morality, en-
sbling the candidatc to regain the image of the divine “.leim,” surmount
every difficulty, and scale the mount of God. Inthe M. mason’s degree |
ebtained a plan “well ordered in all things” to avert the evils of any disor-
grnizing power, and prevent the calamitics of poverty and want. AsaP.

M. 1 leurned the true art of governing mysclf, and those over whom I should
- be appointed to preside. In the M. E. Master’s degree I was carried back
to the time when the temple was finished, the capstone brought forth with
shoutings of “grace, grace toit,” the ark "safely seated, the M. E. mastcrs
prostrate before the Eternal, praising his goodness and mercy, and the fire
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of heaven not only burning on the holy altar, but in the hearts of the worthy;
my heart was touched as with a live coal from the altar, and I could not byt
exclaim, “glory to God in the highest.”

In the R. A. mason’s degree 1 beheld myself exalted to the top of Pisgah,
an extensive scene opened to my view of the glory and goodness of the M,
E. H. P. of our salvation. Idug deep for hidden treasures, found them, and
regained the omnific word. In the order of Melchizedec, a degree of Priest
hood was presented to me more excellent than that of Levi, a surety of &
better testament—-holy, harmless, and unchangeable. 8till pressing for-
ward for the prize, 1 obtained the beautiful and interesting degree of the
sgelect mason,” in which I received a golden chain of traditional knowledge
extending from Fnoch to H. A. elucidating and explaining many impor-
tant subjects heretofore obscure. Several minor degrees were communi-
eated, and to close this part, I received the ancient degree of the Mediterra-
nean, a degree extremely useful and valuable to a seaman. Here Imade a
pause in my researches into antiquity.

Afterresting a few months, my mind hungered for more of the rich viands
of divine truth, I became a K. R. C. a degree really connected with the R.
A. as itexhibits a continuation of the same pious labours. Changing my

warlike furniture. I became a pilgrim, and with my staff, scrip, and sandaley - .-

travelled to the awful dome of the K. T. and sued for admittance, I gainedit;
trod the paths of my redeemer, drank the bitter cup, was crucified with him,
and triumphed over death and hell. To this solemn degree wassoon added
that of Malta, where my masonic career stops for the present.

Masonry with usis in prosperity, as it will always be where its professors
are intelligent and faithful. With Isaiah X can truly say “the wilderness and sol-
itary places are glad, the desert rejoices and blossoms as the rose.”
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THE

FREEMASON’S LIBRARY.

ORIGIN OF MASONRY.

St § G

TO proclaim and encourage virtue, in whatever form it
may appear, is truly laudable, and will always meet with
the approbation of the good in this, and every other coun-
try. Such has been the endeavour of FREEMASONRY, from
the earliest periods to the present day.

When the wild savage leaped from his den, in all the
horrors of barbarian ferocity; and men knew no rights but
thoscof the strongest: FREEMAsoNRY, shackled, but not de-
stroyed, cxerted itsell in filial tenderncss, parental regard,
an adoration of some deity, and gratitude for benevolent
actions. ’

In the dark pages of primeval history, when mad ambi-
tion rashly overrun the bounds of property, trod uncon-
trouled the barren wilds of savage freedom: it was then that
the Originals of our present Order, framed the rude but
glorious superstructure of the moral world: and we plainly
perceive that MasoNry has in all ages been instrumental
in ameliorating the condition of the human race.

The disciples of Religion and Vitruvious, have in all ages
gone hand in hand; #nd we sce the moral and divine pre-
cepts of the gospel have, from time immmemorial, been in-
troduced wnder the symbolic expressions of Masonic art.
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[ ORIGIN OF MASONRY.

FREEWASONRY (or VIRTCE, its christian name) w
to correct the ferocious manners of men, to tame th 4
age cruclty, convoke their synod, frame their laws, a_-
a sort of magic power, convert the lawless robber~
peaceful citizen: *Twas the order of Philanthropy;,
speak more modernized, of Freemasonry.

The structures of humanity were often erazed by -
roads of barbarian fury, mutilated by the ignorant
and, in ancient times,, often prostituted to the service
ecclesiastic council; where debate, rancour, and anir
with daring projects, were too often seen, through the
veil of clerical dignity. The religious, it is well ]
ingrossed in the early ages of christianity, the whol
of general knowledge, together with christian le:
and whatever mankind might be possessed of, flowed t
the channcls of intolerant zeal, and religious pre
The_ignorance of monkish transcribers has been
very judiciously detected, in a former Masonic T're
and I fear they have been less merciful, respecting t
dinal expression Philanthropy, erasing the four first
and inserting Mis, exposed to the world that horrid
tion of Letters, MisaANTHROPY.

From this mistake alone religious persecution rage
nage strewed the plains with the mangled bodies of
ble ancestors, laig waste the ripening ficlds of gold
vest, and devastation raged, until the Masonic spiri
open the monastic prison and exposed the holy ch
them has the original expression ever been held sacr

From that period the clouds of darkness began tc
pear, Virtue travelled westerly, and meeting with |
has now fixed her seat, with imperial greatness,
Grand and Subordinate Lodge of North America.

It is a public misfortunc, that the purity of mann
Society, which exceeds every other, should not be m¢
erally known among all ranks, especially the lower
the people have been long ignorant of the Masonic pri
Virtue, when hunted from her abode on the Cont
Europe, seems to have formed her only phalanx in thi
ty: to wipe the tear from the eye of distress, to c|,
heart of the unfortunate, clothe the naked, feed the | \
and prevent, by anticipation, the wants of the unfo \
has always been the practice of Masoys.

®See Annotations of Mr. Locke, under the name of Peter Gower, }
ton’e Ullustrations of Masonry, p. 136. .
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ORIGIN OF MASONRY. 8

'We may equal, but cannot surpass such actions: it is not
here they can be excelled; and it is our fervent wish that
people may no longer be ignorant of the principles of the
institution; such a confession, indeed, reflects on themselves
as men: nor should they perplex the mind in the minute in-
vestigation of the secret signs, when they reflect that the base
of this Order is Charity, the figurative and typical emblems
are illustrations of a nobler subject. A Buildings, however
strong or noble, will decay; but Virtue, immortal Virtune!
takes its flight from these to the celestial abodes, and is at
last received into the bosom of its God.

Far different from the design of many meetings of the
day, whose prominent feature is excess, the Freemasons are
a standing exception; they revel in Charity and riot in go-
bleness of heart. "

Freemasons are a public benefit to the world, uniting in
the strongest ties the people of all countries; their language
is as general as that of the eyes, and in all parts of the
globe it is understood; by communicative signs it has be-
come peculiarly valuable, and Freemasons possess, what
the learned have sought in vain, an invariable cypher for :
general communication: theirs is a sort of personal short-
hand.

We now come to the operative part, called Masowmy,
which is distinct from the social aim of the Institution, al-
though the original cause of it.

This consists in rearing stately fabrics to the honor of
God, the glory of our country, and the welfare of the pub-
lic; and as we in that must observe the strictest order and re-
gularity in the course of the work, so we must in the other
act upon the square, and frame our behaviour to the good of
society, the honour of our Order, and the credit of every
individual: as the more a building is ornamented with in-_
genious devices, the more it redounds to the honour of the
workman; so here, the more accomplishments men possess,
the high-r they will rise in the estimation of their brethren.
Among them every art and science is alternately treated;
it forms within itself a living encyclopredia, where every one
adorns his subject with the most instructive lessons. It is
to be hoped that the Masonic will in time thoroughly agree
with the Social part; we already behold the graves of soci-
ety (convents) in a great degree abolished; and may they
ever continue so! I am sure, no Freemason wishes the Craft
to erect another, under the mask of religious retirement,
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for ever to exclude a brother from the social intercourse ot
civilized life. In recounting the many stately edifices raised
by architectural skill, we admire, we stand astonished at
the art: but when reflection weighs in the scales of reason
the, various ends for which they were founded, we admire
the work, but detest the purposes of it. The Temples,
which locked up the vestal virgins, have now few votariesy
and we indulge the pleasing hope, that, in process of time,
there will not be such and order as the Inquisition.

These sentiments, we presume, are not hostile to Freema-
sons, who glow with the love as well as the peace of man-
kind; their influence, by the aid of an honorable Brother,
has already wrested the fetters from the ancles of the gall-
ed African, after the toils of a tedious but weak opposition.
We feel the most glowing pleasure at thus addressing these
sentiments to our brethren, as we daily feel the truth of the
observation: <That in every nation a Mason may finda
friend, in every climate he may find a home.”

ANTIQUITIES.

CONSISTING OF A NUMBER OF EXTRACTS FROM OLD MANU-
SCRIPTS AND RECORDS IN GREAT BRITAIN.

No. 1.

4An old Manuscript which was destroyed with many others in
1720, said to havce been in the possession of Nicholas Stone,
a curious Sculptor under Inigo Jones, contains the following
particulars:

“St. Alban loved Masons well, and cherished them mucl
and made their pay right good; for he gave them 2s. p
weeke, and 3d. to their cheer; whereas, before that tir
in all the land, a Mason had but a penny a day, and
meat, until St. Alban mended itt.  And he gott them a cl
ter from the king and his councell for to hold a general ¢
sell, and gave itt to name Assomblic. Thereat he was
selfe, and did helpe to make Masons, and gave thew
chareec.”?
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II.

A Record of the Society, written in the reign of Edward IV.
Jormerly in the possession of the famous Elias Ashmole,
fownder of the Museum at Gxford, and unfortunately des-
troyed, with other papers on the subject of Masonry, at the

+ revolution, gives the following account of the State of Ma-
sonry at that period:

«Though the ancient records of the Brotherhood in Eng-
land were many of them destroyed or lost in the wars of
the Saxons and Danes, yet king Athelstanc (the grandson
of king Alfrede the great, a mighty architect,) the first
anointed king of England, and who translated the Holy
Bible into the Saxon tongue, (A. D. 930) when he had
brought the land into rest and peace, built many great
works. and encouraged many Masons from France, who
were appointed overseers thereof, and brought with them
the charges and regulations of the Lodges, preserved since
the Roman times; who also prevailed with the king to im-
prove the constitution of the English Lodges according to
the foreign model, and to increase the wages.of working
Masons.

«Thesaid king’s brother, Prince Edwin, being taught Ma-
sonry, and taking upon him the charges of a Master Ma-
son, for the love he had to the said Craft, and the honoura-
ble principles whereon it is grounded, purchased a free char-
ter of king Athelstane, for the Masons having a correction
among themsclves (as it was anciently expressed,) or a
freedom and power to regulate themselves, to amend what
might happen amiss, and to hold a yearly communication
and general assembly:

«éAccordingly Prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in
the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who
came and composed a general Lodge, of which he was
Grand Master; and having brought with them all the writ-
ings and records extant. some in Greek, some in Latin,
some in French, and other languages, from the contents
thereof that assembly did frame the constitution and char-
ges of an English Lodge, made a law to preserve and ob-
serve the same in all time coming, and ordained good pay
for working Masons, &c.” And he made a book thereof,
how the Craft was founded: And he himself ordered and
commanded that it should be read and tolde when any Ma-
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.should be made, and for to give him his charges. And

:m that day until this time manners of Masons have beea

ptin that forme, as well as menne might govern.

s¢Furthermore, however, at diverse assemblies certain
aarges have been made and ordained by the best advice of
Aasters and Fellowes, as the exigencics of the Craft made
iecessarie.”

1188

«In the glorious reign of king Edward iii, when Lodges
were more frequent, the Right Worshipful the Master and
Fellows, with consent of the Lords of the realm (for most
great men were then Masons) ordained,

«That for the future, at the making or admission of a
Brother, the constitution and the ancient charges should be
read by the Master or Warden.

«That such as were to be admitted Master Masons, or
Masters of work, should be examined whether they be able
of cunning to serve their respective Lords, as well the low-
est as the highest, to the honor and worship of the afore-
said art, and to the profit of their Lords; for they be their
Lords that employ and pay them for their service and tra
vel.

The following particulars are also contained in a very 0
Manuscript, of which a copy was in the possession of 1
late George Payne, Esq. Grand Master,in 1718.

¢«That when the Master and Wardens meet in a Loc¢
if need be, the Sheriff of the county, or the Mayor of
city, or Alderman of the town, in which the congregati
held, should be made Fellow and sociate to the Mast
help of him against rebels, and for upbearing the right
realm.

«That entered prentices, at their making, were c
not to be thieves, or thieves maintainers; that ther
travel honestly for their pay. and love their fe
themselves, and be true to the King of England, a
realm, and to the Lodge.

«That at such congregations it shall be inquired
any Master or Fellow has broke any of the artic
¢ae and if the offender, being duly cited to ay

© 1 not attend, then the Lodge shr
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against him, that he shall forswear (or renounce) his Ma-
sonry, and shall no more use this Craft, the which if he
presume for to do, the Sheriff of the county shall prison
him, and take all his g6ods into the King’s hands, until his
grace be granted him and issued. For this cause princi-
pally have these congregations been ordained, that as well
the lowest as the highest should be well and truly served in
this art aforesaid, throughout all the kingdom of England.
Amen, so mote it be.”

IV.

The Latin Register of William Molart, Prior of Can-
terbury, in Manuscript, pap. 88, entitled, ¢ Liberatio gener-
alis Domint Gulielmi Prioris Ecclesice Christi Cantuariensis,
erga Fastum Nutalis Domini 1429,” informs us, that, in the
year 1429, during the minority of Henry VI. a respectable
Lodge was held at Canterbury, under the patronage of
Henry Chicheley, the Archbishop: At which were present
Thomas Stapylton, the Master; John Morris, custos de la
Lo 'ge ‘athomorum, or Warden of the Lodge of Masons;
with fifteen fellow crafts, and three entered apprentices, all
of whom are particularly named.

A record of that time says, that,

«The company of Masons, being otherwise termed Free
Masons, of auntient staunding and gude reckoning, by means
of affable and kind meetings dyverse tymes, and as a lov-
ing brotherhood use to do, did frequent this mutual assembly
in the time of Henry VL. in the 12th year of his reign, A. D.
1434.”—See also Stowe’s Survey, ch. v. p. 215.

The same record says farther,

«That the charges and laws of the Free Masons have
been seen and perused by our late Soveraign King Henry
VI. and by the Lords of his most henourable council, whs
have allowed them, and declared, That they be right good
and reasonable to be holden, as they have been drawn out
and collected from the records of auntient tymes,” &c. &c.
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V.

ANCIENT CHARGES.

Ye shall be true to the King, and the Master ye serve,
and to the fellowship whereof ye are admitted. Ye shall
be true to and love cidher odher. Ye shall call eidher od-
her Brother or Fellow, not slave, nor any unkind name.

Ye shall ordain the wisest to be master of the work; and
neither for love nor lineage, riches nor favor, set one over
the work who hath butlittle knowledge; whereby the Master
would be evil served, and ye ashamed. And also ye shall
call the governour of the work Master in the time of work-
ing with him: And ye shall truly deserve your reward of
the Master ye serve.

All the Freres shall treat the peculiarities of eidher odher
with the gentlencss, decencie, and forbearance he thinks
due to his own.

Ye shall have a reasonable pay, and live honestly.

Once a year ye are to come and assemble together, to
consult how ye may best work to serve the Craft, and to
your own profit and credit.

VI

A Manuscript copy of an examination of some of the
Brotherhood, taken before King Henry VI. was found by
the learned John Locke, Esq. in the Bodleian library.
'This dialogue possesses a double claim to our regard; first
for its antiquity, and next for the ingenious notes and con-
. jectures of Mr. Locke upon it; some of which we have re-
tained. The approbation of a Philosopher of as great
merit and penectration asthe English nation ever produced,
added to the real value of the picce itself, must give it 9
sanctiom, and render it deserving a serious and candid ey
amination.

The ancient Manuscript is as follows, viz.
A Certayne Questyons,with answeres to the same,conr

ynge the Mystery of Maconrye; wryttenne by the har
Kynge Henrye the Sixthe of the Name, and fayth
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copyed by me *Johan Leylande Jntiquarius, by the com-
maunde of hist Highnesse.

They be as followethe:

Quest. What mote ytt be?

dnsw. Yit beeth the Skylle of nature, the understondyngs
of the myghtethat is hereynne, and its sondrye werckynges;
sonderlyche, the Skylle of rectenyngs, of waightes, and
metynges, and the treu manere of faconnynge al thynges
for mannes use, headlye, dwellynges, and buyldynges of
alle kindes, and al odher thynges that make gudde to manne.

Quest. Where dyd ytt begyne?

Jdnsw. Ytt dyd begynne with the fyrste menne yn the este,
whych were before the fiyrste manne of the weste, and
comynge westlye, ytt hath broughte herwyth alle comfortes
to the wylde and comfortlesse.

Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye?

Jnsw. The Venetians, {whoo beynge grate merchaundes,
comed flyrste firomme the estec ynn Venetia, ffor the
commodytye of marchaundysynge beithe este and weste,
bey the Redde and Myddlclonde Sees.

Quest. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde?

JAnsw. Peter Gower,|| a Grecian, journcyedde ffor kunn-

* ““John Leylande, was appointed by King Henry the eighth, at the dissolu-
tion of monasterics, to scarch for, and save such books and records as were
valuable amnong them. He was a man of great labour, and industry.”
I“E“llio Highness, meaning the said King Henry the eighth. Our Kings

not then the title of Majesty.”

4 The Fenetians, &c. “In times of monkish ignorance, it is no wonder
that the Phenicians should be mistaken for the Venetians. Or perhaps, if
the people were not taken one for the other, similitude of sound might de-
ceive the clerk who first took down the examination. The Phenicians were
the greatest vog'agers among the ancients, and were in Europe thought to be
the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the east with
other arts.” :

| Peter Gower. “This must be another mistake of the writer. I was
ruzzled atfirst to guess who Peter Gower should be, the name being perfect-

English; or how a Greek should come by such a name: But as soon as I
tﬁou t of Pythagoras, I could scarce forbear smiling, to find théit philoso-
pher had undergone a metempsychosis he never dreamt of. We ffted only
cansider the French pronunciation of this name Pythagore, that is, Petegore,
to conceive how easily such a mistake might be made by an unlearned clerk.
That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge into Egypt, &c. is known to all the

that he was initiated into sev different orders of Priests,

who in those days kept all their learning secret from the vulgar, is as well

known., Pythagoras also, made every geometricul theorem a secret, and ad-

mitted only such to the knowledge of them, as had first unde a five

years silence. He is supposed to be the inventor of the xlviith of  the first
2
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ynge yn Egypte, and in Syria, and yn cveryche londe
whereat the Venetians hadde plauntedde Maconrye, and
wynnynge entraunce yn al Lodges of Maconnes, he lerned
muche, and retournedde, and worked yn Grecia Magna*
wachsynge, and becommynge a myghtye wyseacre,} and
gratelyche renowned, and here he framed a grate Lodge at
Groton,} and maked many Maconnes, some whercoffe dyd
journeye yn Fraunce, and maked manye Maconnes, where-
fromme, yn processe of tyme, the arte passed in Engelonde.

Quest. Dothe Maconnes desceuer here arts unto odhers?

JAnsw. Peter Gower whenne he journeyedde to lernne,
was flyrste made, and anonne techedde; evenue soe shulde
all odhers be and teche. [[Maconnmes haucthe alweys
yn everyche tyme from tyme to tyme communycatedde
to mannkynde soche of her secrettes as generallyche myghte
be usefulle; they haueth keped backe soche allein as shulde
be harmefulle yff they commed yn euylle haundes, oder
soche as ne myghte be holpynge wythouten the techyngesto
be joynedde herwythe in the Lodge, oder soche as do
bynde the Freres more strongelyche togeder, bey the prof-
fytte, and commodytye comynge to the Confrerie herfromme.

Quest. Whatte artes haueth the Maconnes techedde man-
kynde?

Answ. The artes Agricultura, Architectura, Astronomia,
Geometria, Numeres, Musica, Poesie, Kymistrye, Govern-
mente, and Relygyonne.

Quest. Howe commethe Maconnes more teachers than od-
Lier menne?

Jdnsw. They hemselfc haueth allein the arte of fyndynge
neue artes, whyche art the flyrste Maconnes receaucd from
Godde; by the whyche they fyndethe whatte artes hem ples-

hook of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heart, it is said he sacrificed 2
hecatomb, He also knew the true system of the warld lately revived by
;’{:‘l’f.m“" and was certainly a most wonderful man. See his life by Dion

® Grecia 'M:fu' “A part of Italy formerly so called, in which the
Greeks had seti edah.&ecolony.’.' y v

{ “Weisager in the old 8axon, is philosopher, wiseman, or wizard.”

3 Groten. “Groton is the name of a place in England. The pace hr
mocant is Crotona, a citx of Grecia Magna, which in the time of Pytha'
ras was very populous.

| Maconnes havethe communycatedde, &c. “This paragraph hath somv
remarkablein it. It contains a justification of the secrecy so much b.
of by Masons, and so much blamed by others; asserting trat they have
ages discovered such thi‘:‘gl as might be useful, and that they conces
only as would be hurtful either to the world or themselves. Why
sccrets arc, we sce afterwards,”
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ethe, and the treu way of techynge the same. Whatt odher
menne doethe fiynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce, and her-
fore but lIytel I tro.

Quest. Whatt dothe the Maconnes concele, and hyde?

Jdnsw. Thay concelethe the arte of fiyndynge neue artes,
and thattys for here owne proffytte, and preise: Thay concel-
ethe the arte of kepynge secrettes, thatt soe the worlde
mayeth nothinge concele from them. Thay concelethe the
arte of wunderwerckynge, and of fore sayinge thynges to
comme, thatt so thay same artes may not be usedde of the
wyckedde to an euylle ende; thay also conceuethe the arte of
chaunges,* the wey of wynnynge the facultye of Abrac,t the
skylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte wythouten the
holpynges of fere, and hope; and the universelle} longage
of Maconnes.

Quest. Wylle he teche me thay same artes?

JAnsw. Ye shalle be techedde yff ye be werthye, and able
to lerne.

Quest. Dothe alle Maconnes kunne more then odher
menne?

JAnsw. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht, and occa-
syonne more then odher menne to kunne, butt manye doeth
fale yn capacitye, and manye more doth want industrye, that
¥s pernecessarye for the gaynynge all kunnynge.

Quest. Are Maconnes gudder menne then odhers?

Jdnsw. Some Maconnes are nott so vertuous as some
odher menne; but yn the moste parte, thay be more gude
then thay woulde be yf thay war not Maconnes.

Quest. Doth Maconnes love eidther odher myghtylye as
beeth sayde?

¢ The transmutation of metals.

1 Facultye of Abrac. An abbreviation of the word Abracadabra. In
the days of Ignorance and Superstition, that word had a magical significa-
tion; but the explanation of it s now lost.

+ The being able by secret and inviolable signs, carefully preserved among
the Fraternity throughout the world, to express themselves intelligibly to
men of all languages and nations. “A man who has all these arts and ad-
vantages, is certainly in a condition to be envied: But we arc told, that this
is not the case with all Magsons; for though these arts are among them, and
all have a right and an opportunity to know them, yet some want capacity,
and others mdustry to acquire them. However, of all their arts, and se-
crets, that which I most desire to know, is, The skylle of becommynge gude
and parfyghte; and 1 wish it were communicated to all mankind, since there
is nothing morc true than the beautiful sentence contained in the last an-

swer, t the better men are, the more they love one another.” Virtue hav-

§n§ in itself something so amiable as to charm the hearts of «ll that behold
it
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Jdnsw. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odherwyse be: Forr
gude menue, and true, kennynge eidher odher to be soche,
doeth always love the more as thay bc more gude.

Here endethe the Questyonnes and Jwnsweres.*

A letter from Mr. Locke to-the Right Honorable Thomas
Earl of Pembroke, to whomn he sent this ancient manu-
script, concludes as follows, viz: ¢l know not what effect
the sight of this old paper may have upon your Lordship;
but for my own part I cannot deny, that it has so much
raised my curiosity, as to induce me to enter myself into
the Fraternity; which I am determined to do (if I may be
admitted) the next time I go to London, (and that will be
shortly.) I am, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient,
and most humble servant,

JOHN LOCKE.”

* Glossary, to explain the Old Words in the foregoing

Manuscript.

Allein, onl

Alweys, alicays

Beithe, both

Commoadytye, conveniency

Confrerie, fraternity

Faconnynge, forming

Fore saying, prophesying

Freres, brethren

Headlye, chiefly

Hem plesethe, they please

Hemselfe, themselves

Her, there, their

Hereynne, therein

Llerwyth, l::th ﬁit
olpynge, beneficial

Kunl:'lyeﬁmow

Kunnynge, knowledge

Make gudde, are beneficial

Metynges, measures

Mote, ma

Myddlclonde, Mediterranean

Myghte, power
Occasyonne, opportunity
Oder, or

Onelyche, only

Pernecessarye, absolutely neces-

sary
Precise, honor
Recht, right
Reckenyngs, numbers
Sonderlyche, particularly
Skylle, knowledge
achsynge, growing
‘Werck, operation
Wey, way
‘Whereas, where
‘Woned, dwelt
Waunderwerckynge,working -
racles
Wylde, savage
‘Wynnynge, gaining
Yun, into
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VIL

Jncient Charges at the Constituling of a Lodge: Extracted
Jfrom a Manuscript, in the possession of the Lodge of Anti-
quity in London, written in the time of James the Second.

conuu%And furthermore, at‘ diverse assemblies have
been put and ordained diverse crafties by the best advise
of magistrates and Fellows. Tunc unus ex senioribus tenet,
librum, et illi ponent manum suam super librum.

«Every man that is a Mason take good heed to these
charges (we pray) that if any man find himselfe guilty of
any of these charges, that he may amend himselfe, or prin-
cipally for dread of Ged, you that be charged to take good
heed that you keepe all these charges well, for it is a great
.evill for a man to forswear himselfe upon a book.

«The first charge is, That yee shall be true men to God
and the holy church, and # usc no crror or heresie by
your understanding and by wise men’s teaching. Allso,

«Secondly, That yee shall be true liege men to the King
of England, without treason or any falshood, and that yee
know no treason or treachery, but yce shall give knowledge
thereof to the King or to his counsell; allso yee shall be
true one to another, that is to say, every Mason of the
Craft that is Mason allowed, yee shall doe to him as yee
would be done unto yourselfe.

«Thirdly, And yee shall keepe truly all the counsell that
ought to be kept in the way of Masonhood, and all the
counsell of the Lodge or of the chamber. Allso, that yee
shall be no thiefe nor thieves to your knowledge free: That
yee shall be true to the King, Lord, or Master that yce
serve, and truely to see and worke for his advantage.

sFourthly, Yee shall call all Masons your Fellows, or
your Brethren, and no other names.

sFifthly, .Yee shall not take your Fellow’s wife in vil-
lany, nor deflower his daughter or servant, nor put him
to no disworship.

«Sixthly, Yee shall truely pay for your meat or drinke
wheresoever yee goe, to table or bord. Also, yee shall doe
no villany there, whereby the Craft or Science may be
slandered.

«These be the charges general to every true Mason,
both Masters and Fellowes.
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«Now will I rchearse other charges single for Masons
allowed or accepted.

«First, That no Mason take on him no Lord’s worke,
nor any other man’s, unlesse he know himselfe well able
to perform the worke, so that the Craft have no slander.

«Secondly, Allso, that no Master take worke but that he
take reasonable pay for itt; so that the Lord may be truly
served, and the Master to live honestly, and to pay his
Fellows truely. And that no Master or Fellow supplant
others of their worke; that is to say, that if he hath takena
worke, or else stand Master of any worke, that he shall not
puthim out, unless he be unable of cunning to make an end of
his worke. And no Master nor Fellow shall take no ap-
printice for less than seaven yeares. And that the apprin-
tice be free born, and of limbs whole as a man ought to
be, and no bastard. And that no Master or Fellow take
no allowance to be made Mason without the assent of his
Fellows, at the least six or seaven.

«Thirdly, That he that be made be able in all degrees;
that is, free born, of a good Pindred, true, and no bonds-
man, and that he have his right limbs, as a man ought to
have.

«Fouthly, That a Master take no apprintice without h¢
have occupation to occupy two or three Fellows at th
least.

«Fifthly, That no Master or Fellow put away any Lord
worke to taske that ought to be journcy worke.

«Sixthly, That every Master give pay to his fellows a'
servants as they may descrve, soc that he be not defam
with false workeing: And that none slander another beb’
his backe, to make him loose his good name.

ssSeaventhly, That no Fellow in the house or abroad
swear another ungodly or reproveably without a cause.

«Eighthly, That every Master Mason doe reverenc
elder; and that a Mason be no common plaier at the ¢
dice, or hazzard, nor at any other unlawfull plaics, th
the which the scicnce and Craft may be dishono
slandered.

éNinthly, That no Fellow goe into the town U
except he have a Fellow with him, who may beare
cord that he was in an honest place.

sTenthly, That every Master and Fellow shal
the assemblie, if' itt be within fifty miles of him,
any warning. And if he have trespassed a;

Crafl, to abide the award of Masters and Fello



ANTIQUITIES. 15

«Eleventhly, That every Master Mason and Fellow that
hath trespassed against the Craft shall stand to the correc-
tion of other Masters and Fellows to make him accord, and
if they cannot accord, to go to the common law.

«Twelvethly, That a Master or Fellow make not a mould
stone, square, nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no lowen worke
within their Lodge, nor without to mould stone.

«Thirteenthly, That every Mason receive and cherish
strange Fellowes when they come over the countrie, and set
them on worke if they will worke, as the manner is; that is
to smy, if the Mason have any mould stone in his place, he
shall give him a mould stone, and sett him on worke; and
if he have none, the Mason shall refresh him with money
unto the next Lodge.

«Fourteenthly, That every Mason shall truely serve his
Master for his pay.

«Fifteentbly, That every Master shall truely make an
end of his worke, taske or journey whethersoe it be.

«These be all the charges and covenants that ought to be
read at the installment of Master, or mukeing of a Free
Mason or Free Masons. The Almighty God of Jacob who
ever have you and me in his keeping, bless us now and
ever. Amen.”

VIII.

Extract from the Diary of Elias Ashmole, a learned Anhi-
quary.

1 was made a Free Mason at Warrington, Lancashire,
with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham, in
Cheshire, by Mr. Richard Penket, the Warden, and the
Fellow Crafts (all of whom are specified) on 16th October,
1646.”

In another place of his Diary, he says,

s0n March the 10th, 1682, about 5 hor. post merid. I
received a summons to appear at a Lodge to be held the next
day at Masons’ Hall in London. March 11, accordingly I
went, and about noon were admitted into the fellowship of
Frce Masons, Sir William Wilson, Knt. Capt. Richard
Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman, Mr. William Gray,
-, Mr. 8amuel Taylour, and Mr. William Wise. I was the
scnior Fellow among them, it being thirty-five years since
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1 was admitted. There were present, beside myself, the
Fellows after named; Mr. Thomas Wise, Master of the
Masons’ company this present year, Mr. Thomas Short-
hose, and seven more old Free Masons. We all dined at
the Half Moon Tavern, Cheapside, at a noble dinner pre-
pared at the charge of the new accepted Masons.”

An old record of the Society describes a coat of arms
much the same with that of the Londoh company of Free-
men Masons; whence it is generally believed that this com-
pany is a branch of that ancient Fraternity; and in former
times, no man, it also appears, was made free of that
company, until he was initiated in some Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons, as a necessary qualification. This prac-
tice still prevails in Scotland among the operative Masons.

The writer of Mr. Ashmole’s life, who was not a Mason,
before his History of Berkshire, p. 6, gives the following
account of Masonry:

¢He (Mr. Ashmele) was elected a Brother of the com-
pany of Free Masons; a favour esteemed so singular by the
members, that Kings themselves have not disdained to en-
ter themselves of this Society. From these are derived the
adopted Masons, accepted Masons, or Free Masons, who
are known to one another all over the world by certain sig-
nals and watch-words known to them alone. They have
several Lodges in different countries for their reception;
and when any of them fall into decay, the Brotherhood is
to relieve them. The manner of their adoption or admis-
sion is very formal and solemn, and with the administra-
tion of an oath of secrecy, which has had better fate than
all other oaths, and has ever been most religiously ebserv-
ed; nor has the world been yet able, by the inadvertency,
surprise, or folly of any of its members, to dive into this
mystery, or make the least discovery.”

In some of Mr. Ashmole’s Manuscripts, there are many
valuable Collections relating to the History of the Free
Masons, as may be gathered from the letters of Dr. Knip
of Christ Church, Oxford, to the publisher of Ashmol
life, the following extracts from which will authentic:
and illustrate many facts in the following history:

«As to the ancient society of Free Masons, concer
whom you are desirous of knowing what may be k
with certainty, I shall only tell you, that if our v
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Brother E. Ashmole, Esq. had éxecuted his intended des
sign, our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him as
the Brethren of the most noble Order of the Garter. I
would not have you surprised at this expression, or think
it at all too assuming. The Sovereigns of that Order have
not disddained our fellowship, and there have been times
when Emperors were also Free Masons. What from
Mr. Ashmole’s collection I could gather; was, that the re-
port of our Societies taking rise from a bull granted by the
Pope in the reign of Henry VI. to some Italian architects
to travel over all Europe to erect chapels, was ill founded.
Such a bull there was, and those architects were Masons,
But this bull, in the opinion of the learned Mr. Ashmole,
was confirmative only, and did notby any means create our
Fraternity, or even establish' them in this kingdom. But
as to the time and manner of that establishment, something
1 shall relate from the same collections.

«sSt. Alban, the protomartyr, established Masonary here,
and from his time it flourished, more or less, according as
the world went, down to the days of King Athelstane, who,
for the sake of his Brother Edwin, granted the Masons a
charter. Underour Norman Princes they frequently received
extraordinary marks of royal favour; there is no doubt to
be made, that the skill of Masons, which was always trans-
cendently great, even in the most barbarous times; their
wonderful kindness and attachment to each other;, how dif-
ferent soever in condition; and their inviolabble fidelity in
keeping religiously their secrets, must expose them, in ig-
norant, troublesome, and superstitious times, to a vast
variety of adventures, according to the different fate of
parties, and other alterations in government. By the way,
it may be noted, that the Masons were always loyal, which
exposed them to great severities when power wore the ap-
pearance of justice, and those who committed treason

unished true men as traitors, Thus, in the tt° ° vear of
glenry VI. an act passed to abolish the society ¢ n.asons,
and to hinder, under grievous penalties, the holuing chap-
ters, Lodges, or other regular assemblies; yet this act was
afterwards [virtually] repealed, and even before that, King
Henry and several Lords of his court became Fellows of
the Craft.”

Some Lodges in the reign of Charles II. were consti-
tuted by leave of the several moble Grand Masters, and
3
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many gentlemen and famous scholars requested at that time
ta.be admitted of the Fraternity.

IX.

" The experienced Mason of the present day, will, at one
glance, perceive that the following regulations, with but lit-
tle variation, are still in full force:

Ecxtract from the Regulations made in General JAssembly,
Dec. 27, 1663. Henry Jermyn, Earlof 8t. Alban’s, Grand
Master.

«1. That no person, of what degree soever, be made or
accepted a Free Mason unless in a regular Lodge, whereof
one to be a Master or a Warden in that limit or division
where such Lodge is kept, and another to be a Craftsman
in the trade of Free Masonry.

««2. That no person hercafter shall be accepted a Free
Mason, but such as are of able body, honest parentage,
good reputation, and an observer of the laws of the land.

3. That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a
Free Mason, shall be admitted into any Lodge or Assem-
bly, until he has brought a certificate of the time and place
of his acceptation from the Lodge that accepted him, unto
the Master of that limit or division where such Lodge is
kept: And the said Master shall enrol the same in a roll of
parchment to be kept for that purpose, and shall give an
account of all such acceptations at every General Assembly.

<4, That every person who is now a Free Mason shall
bring to the Master a note of the time of his acceptation,
to the end the same may be enrolled in such priority of
place as the Brother deserves; and that the whole company
and Fellows may the better know each other.

«¢3. That for the future, the said Fraternity of Free Ma-
sons shall be regulated and governed by one Grand Master,
and as many Wardens as the said Socicty shall think fit to
appoint at every annual General Assembly.

«6. That no person shall be accepted, unless he be twenty
onc years old, or more.”

[Many of the Fraternity’s records of this and the pre- -.
ceding reign were lost at the revolution; and not a few
were too hastily burnt in our own times by some scrupulous
Brothers, from a fear of making discoveries prejudicial to
the interest of Masonry.]
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OPINIONS OF MODERN WRITERS.

{Having, in the foregoing pages, extracted from a variety of ‘au-
thentic sources, the records and opinions of the most respec4
table ancient writers, on the subject of Masonry, it may not
be deemed irrelevant to our undertaking to insert-the specula-
tions of modern writers also. 'The following account of Free-
Masonry was collected and prepared for publication by a
socicty of literary gentlemen, in England; and as it has
never been incorporated in a work of this nature, it is bere
inserted for the better information of the Craft:]

FrEe-MasoNrY denotes the system of mysteries and
secrets peculiar to the society of free and accepted Masons.
The origin of this society is very ancient; but we have neo
authentic account of the time when it was first instituted,
or even what was the reason of such an association of peo-
ple under the title of Masons, more than of any other me.
chanical profession. In Dr. Henry’s history we find the
origin of the Free Mason’s Society in Britain attributed
to the difficulty found in former times, of procuring a
sufficient number of workmen to build the multitude of
churches, monasteries, and other religious edifices, which
the superstition of those ages prompted the people to raise.
Hence the Masons were greatly favoured by the popes, and
many indulgences were granted, in order to augment their
numbers. In times like those we speak of, it may well be
supposed that such encouragement from the supreme pas-
tors of the church must have been prodactive of the most
beneficial effects to the fraternity; and hence the increase
of the society may naturally be deduced. 'T'he Doctor
quotes, in confirmation of this, the words of an author
who was well acquainted with their history and constitu-
tion. ¢The Italians, S.«:ays he) with some Greek refugees,
and with them French, Germans, and Flemings, joined
into a fraternity of architects, procuring papal bulls for
their encouragement and their particular privileges; they
styled themselves Free-Masons, and ranged from one na-
tion to another, as they found churches to be built: their
government was regular; and where they fixed near the
building in hand, they made a camp of huts. A surveyor
governed in chief; every tenth man was called a JWarden,
and overlooked each nine. The gentlemen in the neigh-
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bourhood, either out of charity or commutation of penance,
gave the materials and carriages. Those who have seen
the accounts in records of the charge of the fabrics of some
of our cathedrals near 400 years old, cannot but have a
great esteem for their economy, and admire how soon they
erected such lofty structures.”

By other accounts, however, the antiquity of masenry is
carried up much higher, even as early as the building of
Solomon’s temple. In Britain the introduction of masonry
has been fixed at the year 674, when glass-making was
first introduced; and it appears, indeed, that from this time
many buildings in the Gothic style were erected by men in
companies, who are said to have called themselves free,
because they were at liberty to work in any part of the
kingdom. Others have derived the institution of free ma-
sons from a combination among the people of that profes-
sion not to work without an advance of wages, when they
were summoned from several counties, by writs of Edward
II1. directed to the sheriffs, to assist in rebuilding and en-
larging the castle, together with the church and chapel of
8t. George, at Windsor. At this time, it is said, the ma-
sons agreed on certain tokens by which they might know
and assist each other against being impressed, and not to
work unless free, and on their own terms.

In a treatise on Masonry, published in 1792, by William
- Preston, master of the Lodge of Antiquity, the origin of
masonry is traced from the creation. ¢Ever since symmetry
began, and harmony displayed her charms, (says he) our
order has had a being.” Its introduction into England, he
likewise supposes to have been prior to the Roman inva-
sion. There are, according to him, the remains yet exist-
ing of some stupendous works executed by the Britons,
much earlier than the time of the Romans; and even these
display no small share of ingenuity of invention: so that
we can have no doubt of the existence of masonry in Br’
tain even during these early periods. The Druids are i/
wise said to have had among them many customs simi
to those of the masons, and to have derived their gove
ment from Pythagoras; but the resemblance betwixt t’
usages and those of the free mason societies now exir
cannot be accurately traced even by the masons
selves,

Masonry is said to have becn encouraged by Cese
many of the Roman generals who were appointe
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ernors of Britain: but though we know, that at this period
the Fraternity were employed in erecting many magnificent
fabrics, nothing is recorded concerning their lodges and
conventions; and we have but a very imperfect account of
the customs which prevailed in their assemblies.

For a long time the progress of masonry in Britain was
obstructed by the frequent wars which took pluce; and it
did not revive till the time of Carausius, by whom it was
patronised. 'This general, who hoped to be the founder of
& British empire, encouraged learning and learned men;
collecting also the best artificers {rom many different coun-
trics, particularly masons, whom he held in great venera-
tion, and appointing Albanus, his steward, the principal
superintendant of their assemblics. Lodges, or conven-
tions of the fraternity, began now to be introduced, and
the business of masonry to be regularly carried on. 'The
masons, through the influence of Albanus, obtained a char-
ter from Carausius to hold a general council, at which Al-
banus himself sat president, and assisted at the reception
of many new members. This Albanus was the celebrated
8t. Alban, the first who suffered martyrdom in Britain for
the Christian faith. Mr. Preston quotes an old MS. de-
stroyed with many others, said to have been in the posses-
sion of Nicholas Stone, a curious sculptor under Inigo
Jones; from which we learn that St. Alban was a great
friend to masons, and gave them two shillings per week,
besides three pence for their cheer; while, before that time,
they had no more than one penny per day, and their meat.
He likewise obtained ¢a charter from the king and his
council, for them to hold a gencral council, which was
named an assembly.” The same circumstances are men-
tioned in a MS, written in the time of James 11. only this
increases the weekly salary of the masons to 3s, 6d. and 3d.
per day for the bearers of burthens.

The progress of masonry was greatly obstructed by the
departure of th¢ Romans from Britain; and in a short time
fell into absolute neglect. This was occasioned first by
the farious irruptions of the Scots and Picts, which left no
time for the cultivation of the arts; and afterwards by the
ignorance of the Saxons, whom the ill-advised Britons call-
ed in as allies, but who soon became their masters. After
the introduction of Christianity, however, the barbarity of
these conquerors began to wear off, the arts received some
emcouragement, and masonry particularly began to flourish.
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Lodges were now formed; but these being under the direc-
tion of foreigners, were seldom cenvened, and never at-
tained to any degrec of consideration or importance. In
this situation it continued till the year 557, when St.
Austin, with 40 more monks, among whom the sciences had
heen preserved, came into England. By these the princi-
ples of Christianity were propagated with such zeal, that
all the kings of the heptarchy were converted; after which
masonry was taken under the patronage of St. Austin, and
the Gothic style of building was introduced into England
by the numerous forcigners who resorted at this time to
the kingdom. Austin himself appeared at the head of the
fraternity in founding the old cathedral of Canterbury in
600; that of Rochester in 602; St. Paul’s in London in
604; St. Peter’s in Westminster in 605, as well as many
others. The number of masons in England was thus
greatly increascd, as well as by his other buildings of cas-
tles, &c. throughout the kingdom. ¢

In 640 a few expert brethren arrived from France, and
formed themselves into a lodge under the direction of Ben-
net, abbot of Wirral; whom Kenred, king of Mercia, soon
after appointed inspector of the lodges, and general super-
intendant of the masons. During the whole time of the
heptarchy, however, masonry was in a low state. but began
to revive in 856, under the patronage of St. Swithin, whom
Ethelwolf employed to repair some religious houses; and
from that time the art gradually improved till the year 872,
when it found a zealous protector in Afred the Great.
This prince was a most eminent patron of all kinds of arts
and manufactures; and, with regard to masonry in parti-
cular, he appropriated a seventh part of his revenue for
maintaining a number of workmen, whom he constantly
employed in rebuilding the cities, castles, &c. ruined by
the Danes. During the reign of his successor, Edward,
the masons continued to hold their lodges under the sanc-
tion of Ethred, husband to the king’s sister, and Ethel-
ward, his brother, to whom the care of the fraternity was
intrusted. The latter was a great architect, and founded
the university of Cambridge.

The true re-establishment of masonry in England, how-
ever, is dated from the reign of king Athelstane; and there
is still extant a grand lodge of masons at York. who trace
their existence from this period. This lodge, the most an-
cient in England, was founded in 926, under the patronage
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of Edwin, the king's brother, who obtained for them a char-
ter from Athelstane, and became grand-master himself.
By virtue of this charter, it is said that all the masons in
the kingdom werc convened at a general asscmbly in that
city, where they established a general or grand’ lodge for
their future government. Under the patronage and juris-
diction of this lodge, it is also alleged that the fraternity
increased very considerably, and that kings, princes, and
other eminent persons who had been initiated into the mys-
teries, paid due allegiance to the assembly. But as the
times were yet turbulent and barbarous, the art of masonry
was sometimes more, sometimes less patronised; and of
course the assembly more or less respected, according to the
respect which the art itself met with. The appellation of
Jdnctent York Masons is well known both in Ireland and
Scotland; and the general tradition is, that they originated
at Auldby, near York; and as Auldby was a seat of Edwin,
this tradition gives eonsiderable confirmation to the above
account. There is, indeed, great reason to believe that
York was the original seat of masonic government, no other
place having claimed it, and the whole fraternity having
at various times owned allegiance to the authority there
established; though we know not whether that allegiance
be now given or not. Certain it is, that if such a lodge
was once established there, of which there is no reason to
doubt, we have no account of its being regularly moved
from that place to any other part of the kingdom, with
consent of its members. Many respectable meetings have,
indeed, been held at different times in other parts of the
kingdom, but there is no account of any other general
meeting being held in another place than York, till very
lately.

While prince Edwin lived, the masons were employed
as formerly in building churches, monasteries, &c. and
repairing those which had suffered by the ravages of the
Danes; and after his death the order was patronised by
king Athelstane himself; but on his decease, the masons
were dispersed, and remained in an unsettled state till the
. reign of Edgar in 960. They were now collected by St.
Dunstan, who cmployed them in works of the same kind:
but as no permanent encouragement was given them, their
lodges soon declined, and masonry remained in a low state
for upwards of 50 years. It revived, however, in 1041,
under Edward the Confeasor, who superintended the exe-
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cution of several great works. By the assistance of Leo-
frick, carl of Coventry, he rebuilt Westminster Abbey, the
earl being appointed superintendant of the masons; and by
this architect many other magnificent structures were like-
wisc erected. After the Conquest, in 1066, Gundulph,
bishop of Rochester, and Roger d¢ Montgomery, earl of
Shrewsbury, both of them excellent architects, became
joint patrons of the masons; and under their auspices the
Tower of London was begun, though finished only in the
reign of William Rufus, who likewise rebuilt London bridge
with wood, and in 1087, first constructed the palace and
hall of Westminster.

The masons now continued to be patronised by the sove-
reigns of England in succession. The lodges assembled
during the reign of Henry 1. and during that of Stephen
the society were empioyed in building a chapel at West-
minster, now the house of commons, and several other works;
the president of the lodges being mow Gilbert de Clare,
the marquis of Pembroke. During the reign of Henry II.
the lodges were superintended by the grand-master of the
Knights Templars, who employed them in building their
temple in Flect-street, in the ycar 1155. Masonry con-
tinucd under the patronage of this order till the year 1199,
when John succeeded Richard I. in the throne of England,
and Peter de Colechurch was then appointed grand-master.
He began to rcbuild London bridge with stone, which
was afterwards finished by William Alcmain in 1209. Pe-
ter de Rupibus succeeded Peter de Colechurch in the office
of grand-master, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief surveyor
of the king’s works, acted as deputy under him; masonry
continued also to flourish under the auspices of thesc two
artists during this and the following reign. On the acces-
sion of Edward I. in 1272, the superintendance of the ma-
sons was intrusted to Walter Giffard, archbishop of York,
Gilbert de Clare, carl of Gloucester, and Ralph, lord of
Mount Hermer, the progenitor of the family of the Mon-
tagues; and by these architects the abbey of Westminster
was finished, after having been begun in 1220, during the
minority of Henry Il. During the reign of Edward II.
the fraternity were employed in building Exeter and Oriel
colleges in Oxford, Clare-hall in Cambridge, &c. under the
auspices of Walter Stapleton, bishop of Exeter, who had
been appointcd grand-master of the masons in 1307.
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Edward III. was a great encourager of learning in gen-
cral, and not only patronised the masous, but applied very
assiduously to the constitutions of the order, revised and
meliorated the ancient charges, and added scveral useful
regulations to the original code by which the fraternity
had been governed. He patronised the lodges, and ap-
pointed five deputies under him to inspect their proceedings;
and at this period it appears from some old records that
the lodges were numerous, and that the fraternity held
communications under the protection of the civil magis-
trates. William a Wykcham was continued grand-master
on the accession of Richard II. and by him both the New
College in Oxford, and Winchester College, were founded
at bis own expense. After the accession of Henry IV,
Thomas Fitz-Allan, earl of Surrey, was appointed grand-
master, who, after the engagement at Shrewsbury, founded
Battle-abbey and Fotheringay; the Guildhall at London,
being also built in this reign. On the accession of Henry
V. the fraternity were directcd by Henry Chichely, arch-
bishop of Canterbury, under whom the lodges and com-
munications of the fraternity were frequent. In 1425, how-
ever, during the reign of Henry VI. an act was made
against thc mecting of the chapters and congregations of
masons, because it was said that by such meetings ¢the
good course and effect of the statutes of labourers were
openly violated and broken, in subversion of the law, and
to the great damage of all the commons.” But this act was
pot put in force, nor did the fraternity ceasc to mect, as
usual, under the protection of archbishop Chichely, whostill
continued to preside over them. The reason of this extra-
ordinary edict is said to have been as follows: The duke of
Bedford, at that time regent of the kingdom, being in France,
the regal power was vested in his brother Humphrey, duke
of. Gloucester, who was styled protcctor and guardian of
the kingdom. The care of the young king’s person and
cducation, was intrusted to Henry Beaufort, bishop of
Winchester, the duke’s uncle. This prelate being of an
ambitious disposition, and aspiring at the sole government,
had continual disputes with his nephew, the protector; and,
by reason of the violent temper of that prince, gained fre-
quent advantages over him. This animosity increased to
such a degree, that the parliament was at length obliged to
intcrpose. Onthe meeting of that assembly, in the month
of April, 1425, however, the servants and followers of the
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peers came thither, armed with clubs and staves; on which
account it received the name of the Bat Parliament, and at
this time the act against masons was made. This was
owing to the influence of the bishop, who wished to destroy
the meetings of the fraternity, on account of the secrecy
observed in them. Dr. Andersom, in the first edition of
the Book of Constitutions, makes the following observation
upon this act: «It was made in ignorant times, when true
learning was a crime, and gcometry condemned for conju-
ration; but it cannot derogate from the honour of the an-
cient fraternity, who, to be sure, would never encourage
any such confederacy of their working brethren. By tra-
dition, it is believed that the parliament were then too much
influenced by the illiterate clergy, who were not accepted
masons, nor understood architecture, (as the clergy of
some former ages) and were generally thought unworthy of
this brotherhood. Thinking they had an indefeasible right
to know all secrets, by virtue of auricular confession, and
the masons never confessing any thing thereof, the said
clergy were highly offended; and, at first, suspecting them
of wickedness, represented them as dangerous to the state
during that minority; and soon influenced the parliament
to lay hold of such supposed arguments of the working
masons, for making an act that might seem to reflect dis-
lionour upon even the whole fraternity, in whose favour
several acts had heen made before that period, and were
made after it.”

The bishop was soon after this diverted from his perse-
cution of the masons by an affair of a more important kind.
He had formed a design of surprising the city of London
on the evening of St. Simon and St. Jude’s day, that on
which the lord mayor was invested with his oftice. But
the plot having been discovered by the duke of Gloucester,
the mayor was sent for while at dinner, and ordered to
keep a strict watch for that night. The bishop’s party ac-
cordingly made an attempt to enter by the bridge about
nine the next morning, but were repulsed by the vigilance
of the citizens. At this the prelate was so much enraged,
that he collected a numerous body of archers, and men at
arms, commanding them to assault the gate with shot. By
the prudence of the magistrates, however, all violent mea-
sures were stopped; but no reconciliation could be procured
betwixt the two parties, though it was attempted by the
archbishop of Canterbury, and Peter, duke of Coimbrs,
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eldest son to the king of Portugal, with several other per-
sons of distinction. At last the bishop wrote a letter te
the duke of Bedford, urging his return to England, and
informing him of the danger there was of a civil war, and re-
flecting upon the duke of Gloucester. This letter had the
desired effect. The regent returned, and held a great
council at St. Albans, on the 21st of February, but ad-
journed it to the 15th of March, at Northampton, and to
the 25th of June, at Leicester. Bats and staves were now
prohibited at these meetings; but the parties assembled with
weapons no less formidable, viz. with slings. stones, and
leaden plummets. The duke of Bedford employed all his
authority to reconcile the différences; and at last obliged
the two rivals to promisc, before the assembly, that they
would bury all animosities in oblivion. During the discus-
sion of this matter, five charges were exhibited by the
duke of Gloucester against the bishop; one of which was,
that ¢«he had, in his letter to the duke of Bedford, at
France, plainly declared his malicious purpose of assem-
bling the people, and stirring up a rebellion in the nation,
contrary to the king’s peace.” To this the bishop answer-
ed, «That he never had any intention to disturb the peace
of the nation, or rajse a rebellion; but that he sent to the
duke of Bedford to solicit his return to England, to settle all
those differences which were so prejudicial to the peace of the
kingdom: that though he had indeed written in the letter,
sthat if he tarried, we should put the land in adventure by
a field, such a brother you have here, he did not mean it
of any design of his own, but concerning the seditious as-
scmblies of masoms, carpenters, tylers, and plaisterers;
who being distressed by the late act of parliament against
the excessive wages of these trades, had given out many
seditious speeches and menaces against certain great men,
which tended much to rebellion,” &c.

Notwithstanding this heavy charge, the duke of Glouces-
ter, who knew the innocence of the parties accused, took
the masons under his protection, and transterred tie charge
of sedition and rebellion from them to the bishop and his
followers. By the interest of the latter, however, the king
Erantcd him a pardon for all offcnces; and though the duke

rew up fresh articles of impeachment against him in 1442,
and presented them in person to the king, the council, be-
ing composed mostly of ecclesiastics, proceeded <o slowly
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in the business, that the duke, wearied out with the tedious-
ness of the matter, dropped the prosecution entirely.

This contest terminated in the impeachment, imprison-
ment, and murder of the duke of Gloucester himself. This
event might have been attended with bad consequences, had
not their inveteratc enemy, the prelate himself, been taken
off by death, in about two months after the duke. 'The ma-
sons then continued, not only to meet in safety, but were
Jjoined by the king himself. He was, that very year, (144.)
initiated into masonry, and from that time spared no pains
to become completely master of the art. He perused the
ancicnt charges, revised the constitutions, and, with the
consent of his council, honoured them with his sanction.
The cxample of the sovereign was followed by many of
the nobility, who assiduously studied the art. The king
presided over the lodges in person, nominating William
Waneflect, bishop of Winchester, grand-master. This
bishop, at his own expense, built Magdalene college, Ox-
ford, and scveral religious houses. Eton college, near
Windsor, and King’s college, at Cambridge, were also
founded during this reign. Henry himself founded Christ’s
college, Cambridge, as his qucen Margaret of Anjou did
Qucen’s college in the same university.

About this time, also, the masons were protected and en-
couraged by James I. of 8cotland; who, after his return
from captivity, became a zcalous patron of the arts and
learning of all kinds. He honoured the lodges with his
royal presence, and scttled an annual revenue of four
pounds Scots san English noble) to be paid by every master-
mason in Scotland, to a grand-master chosen by the grand-
Jodge, and approved by the crown, one nobly born, or an
eminent clergyman who had his deputies in cities and coun-
ties: something was likewise paid him by every new brother
at hisentry. His office entitled him to regulate cvery thing
in the fraternity, which could not come under the jurisdic-
tion of the law-courts; and, to prevent law-suits, both
mason and lord, or builder and fouader, appealed to him.
In his absence, they appealed to bhis deputy, or grand-
warden, who resided next the premises.

‘The floyrishing state of masonry was interrupted by the
civil wars between the houses of York and Lancaster, which
broyght it almost totally into neglect. About 1471, how-
ever, it revived under the auspices of Robert Beauchamp,
*ishop of Sarum, who had been appointed grand-master by
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Edward IV, and hohoured with the title of Chancellor of the
Garter, for Yepairing the castle and chapel of Windsor. It
again declined during the reigns of Edward V. and Rich-
and I1L.; but came once more into repute on the accession
of Henry VIL. in 1485. It was now patronised by the mas.
ter and fellows of the order of St. John at Rhodes (;'now
Malta); who assembled their grand-lodge in 1500, and chose
Henry for their protector. On the 24th of Fune, 1502, &
Jodge of masters was formed in the palace, at which the
king presided as grand-master; and having appointed John
Islip, abbot of Westminster, and sir Reginald Bray, knight
of the garter, his wardens for the occasion, proceeded in
great state to the east end of Westminster abbey, where he
laid the first stone of that excellent piece of Gothic architec-
ture, called Henry the Seventh’s Chapel. The cape-stone of
this building was celebrated in 1507. The palace of Rich-
mond, as well as many other noble structures, were raised
under the direction of sir Reginald Bray; and the college of
Brazen-Nose, in Oxford, and Jesus and St. John’s, in Cam-
bridge, were all finished in this rei(an. :

On the accession of Henry VIII. Cardinal Wolsey was ap-
pointed grand-master; who built Hampton-court, Whitchall,
Christ-church college, Oxford, with several other noble edi-
fices; all of which, upon the disgrace of that prelate, were
forfeited to the crown in 1530. Wolsey was succeeded as
grand-master in 1534, by Thomas Cromwell, earl of Essex;
who employed the fraternity in building St. James’s palace,
Christ’s hospital, and Greenwich castle. Cromwell being
beheaded in 1640, John Touchet, lord Audley, succeeded to
the offico of grand-master, and built Magdalen college, in
Cambridge, and many other structures. In 1547, the duke
of Somerset, guardian to the king, and regent of the king-
dom, became supcrintendant of the masons, and built
Somerset-house, in the Strand; which, on his being behead-
ed, was forfeited to the crown in 1552.

After the death of the duke of Somerset, John Poynet,
bishep of Winchester, presided over the lodges till the death
of the king in 1558. From this time they continued with-
out any patron till the reign of Elizabeth, when Sir
Thomas Sackville accepted of the office of grand-master.
Lodges, however, had been held during this period in dif-
ferent parts of England; but the general, or grand-lodge,
assembled in the city of York, where, it is said, the frater-
nity werc numerous and respectable. Of the queen we
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have the following curious anecdote with regard to the ma-
sons: Hearing that they were in possession of many secrets
which they refused to disclose, ard being naturally jealous
of all secret assemblies, she sent an armed force to York
to break up their annual grand-lodge. The design was
prevented by the interposition of Sir Thomas Sackville,
who took care to initiate some of the chief officers, whom
she had sent on this duty, in the secrets of masonry. These
joined in communication with their new brethren, and made
so favourable a report to the queen on their return, that
she countermanded her orders, and never afterwards at.
tempted to disturb the meeting of the fraternity. In 1567,
Sir Thomas Sackville resigned the office of grand-master
in favour of Francis Russel, carl of Bedford, and Sir
Thomas Gresham, an eminent merchant. The former had
the care of the brethren in the northern part ef the king-
dom assigned to him, while the latter was appointed to
superintend the meetings in the south, where the society
had considerably incrcased, in consequence of the honour-
able report which had been made to the qucen. The gene-
ral assembly, however, continued to meet at York as for-
merly; and here all records are kept, and appeals made, on
cvery important occasion, to the assembly.

Sir Thomas Gresham, abovementioned, proposed to erect
a~building in the city of London for the benefit of com-
merce; provided the citizens would purchase a spot proper
for the purpose. Accordingly, some houses between Corn-
hill and Threadncedle-street, being pulled down, the foun-
dation-stone of the building was laid on the 7th of June,
1566, and with such expedition was the work carried on,
that the whole was finished in November, 1567. This build-
ing, which was constructed on the plan of the exchange of
Antwerp, was called at first simply the Bourse, but in Jan-
uary, 1570, the queen having dined with Sir Thomas, re-
turned through Cornhill, entered the Bourse on the south
side, and having viewed every part of the building, parti-
cularly the gallery which extended round the whole struc-
ture, and which was furnished with shops filled with all
sorts of the finest merchandize in the city, she caused the
edifice to be proclaimed, in her presence, by herald ans
trumpet, the Royal Exchange; and on this occasion, it
said Sir Thomas appeared publicly in the character
grand-master.
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The queen being now thoroughly convinced that the fra-
ternity of masons did not interfere in state affairs, became
quite reconciled to their assemblies, and from this time ma-
sonry made a considerable progress; lodges were held in
different parts of the kingdom, particularly in London and
its neighll))ourhood, where the number of the brethren in-
creased considerably. Several great works were carried
on there under the auspices of Sir Thomas Gresham, from
whom the fraternity received every emcouragement. Sir
Thomas was succeeded in the office of grand-master, by
Charles Howard, earl of Effingham, who continued to
preside over the lodges in the south, till the year 1588,
when George Hastings, earl of Huntingdon, was chosen
grand-master, and remained in the office till the deccase of
the queen in 16083.

On the accession of James I. to the crown of England,
masonry flourished in both kingdoms, and lodges were held
in both kingdoms. A number of gentlemen returned from
their travels, with curious drawings of the old Greek and
Roman architecture, as well as strong inclinations to revive
a knowledge of it. Among these was the celebrated Inigo
Jones, who was appointed gencral surveyor to the king. He
was named grand-master of England, and was deputed by
the king to preside over the lodges.* Several lcarned men
were now initiated into the mysteries of masonry, and the
society increased considerably in reputation and consequence.
Ingenious artists resorted to England in great numbers;
lodges were constituted, as seminarics of instruction in the
sciences and polite arts, after the model of the Italian schools;
the communications of the fraternity were established, and
the annual festivals regularly dbserved. Under the direc-
tion of this accomplished architect, many magnificent struc-
tures were raised; and among the rest he was employed, by
command of the sovereign, to plan a new palace at White-
hall, worthy of the residence of the kings of England. This
was executed; but for want of a parliamentary fund, no
more of the plan was ever finished than the banqueting-house.
Inigo Jones continucd in the office of grand-master till
the year 1618, when he was succeeded by the earl of Pem-
broke; under whose auspices many eminent ‘and wealthy

® Mr. Preston observes, that the grand-master of the north, bears the title
of grand-master of all England. which (says he) may probably have beea
occasioned by the title of grand-master.
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men were initiated, and the mysteries of the order held in
high estimation. :

After Charles I. ascended the throme, earl Pembroke
eontinued in his office till the year 1630, when he resigned
in favour of Henry Danvers, carl of Danby. This noble-
man was succeeded in 1633 by Thomas Howard, earl of
Arundel, the ancestor of the Norfolk family. In 1685,
Francis Russel, earl of Bedford accepted the government
of the society; but Inigo Jones having continued to patronise
the lodges during his lordship’s administration, he was re-
elected the following year, and continued in office till the
year of his death, 1646. The progress of masonry, how-
ever, was for some time obstructed by the breaking out of
the civil wars; but it began to revive under the patronage of

.Charles II. who had been received intothe order during his
exile. Some lodges,during this reign,were constituted by leave
of the several noble grand-masters, and many gentlemen and
famous scholars requested at that time to be admitted into the
fraternity. On the 27th of December, 1663, a general as-
sembly was held, where Henry Jennyn, earl of 8t. Alban’s,
was elected grand-master; who appointed Sir John Den-
bam his deputy, and Mr. Christopher Wren, afterwards
the celebrated Sir Christopher Wren, and John Webb, hig
wardens. At this assembly several useful regulations were
made, for the better government of the lodges; and the

t harmony prevailed among the whole fraternity. The
earl of St. Alban’s was succeeded in his office of grand-
master, by earl Rivers, in the year 1666, when 8ir Chris-
topher Wren was appointed deputy, and distinguished him-
self beyond any of his predecessors in promoting the pros-
perity of the lodges which remained at that time, particu-
lgrly that of St. Paul’s, now the lodge of Antiquity, which
he patronised upwards of 18 years. At this time he at-
tended the meetings regularly; and during his presidency
made a present to the lodge of three mahogany candle-
sticks, which at that time were very valuable. They are
still preserved, and highly valued as a testimony of the
csteem of the donor.

The fire which, in 1666, destroyed such a great part of
London, afforded aniple opportunity for the masons to exert
their abilitics. After a calamity so sudden and extensive,
however, it bocame nccessary to adopt some regulations to
prevent such a catastrophe in time to came. It was now de-
termined, that in all the new buildings to be erected, stone
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should be used instead of timher. Wren was ordered by
the king and grand-master to draw up the plan of a city
with broad and regular streets. Sir Christopher Wren
‘was appointed surveyor-general, and principal architect,
for rebuilding the city; the cathedral of 8t. Paul, and all
the parochial churches enacted by parliament, in lieu of
those that were destroyed, with ether public structures.
This gentleman, however, conceiving the charge to be too
important for a single person, selected fer his assistant
Mr. Robert Hook, professor of geometry, in Gresham col-
lege. 'The latter was immediately employed in measuring,
adjusting, and setting out the ground of the private streets,
to the several preprietors. The model and plan were laid
before the king and house of commons, and the prac-
ticability of the whole scheme, without any infringement
of private property: but unfortunately it happened, that
the greater part of the citizens were totally averse to leav-
ing their old habitations, and building houses in other
places; and so obstinate were they in their determinations,
that they chose rather to have their old city again, under
all its disadvantages, than a new one upon the improved
plan. Thus an opportunity was lost of making tho new
ccity the most magnificent, as well as the most convenient
for health and commerce of any in Europe. Hence the
architect, being cramped in the execution of his plan, was
obliged to alter and ebridge it, and to model the city after
the manner in which it has since appeared. In 1673, the
foundation-stone of the cathedral of St. Paul’s, was laid
with great solemnity, by the king in person, and the mallet
which he used on this occasion, is still preserved in the
lodge of antiquity, as a great curiosity.

During the time that the city was rebuilding, lodges
were held by the fraternity in different places, and many
new ones constituted, to which the best architects resorted.
In 1674, carl Rivers resigned the office of grand-master,
in favour of George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, who
left the care of the fraternity to his wardens, and sir
Christopher Wren, who still continued to act as deputy.
In 1679, the duke resigned in favour of Henry Bennet,
earl of Arlington: but this nobleman was too deeply en-

d in state affairs to attend to his duty as a mason,
though the lodges continued to meet under his sanction,
and many respectable gentlemen joined the fraternity.
During the short reign of James I1. the masens were nuch
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neglected. In 1685, sir Christopher Wren was elected to
the office of grand-master, who appointed Gabriel Cibber
and Mr. Edward Strong, his wardens: yet notwithstand-
ing the great reputation and abilities of this celebrated
architect, masonry continued in a declining way for many
years, and only a few lodges were held occasionally in
different parts of the kingdom.

At the revolution, the society was in such a low state
in the south of England, that only seven regular lodges
were held in London, and its suburbs; and of these only
two, viz. that of St. Paul’s, and one at St. Thomas’s hos-
{ital, Southwark, were of any consequence. But in 1695,

ing William having been initiated into the mysteries,
honoured the lodges with his presence, particularly one
at Hampton-court, at which he is said to have frequently
presided during the time that the new part of his palace
was building. Many of the nebility also were present at
a general assembly, and feast, held in 1697, particularly
Charles, duke of Richmond, and Lenox, who was elected
grand-master for that year; but in 1698, resigned his office
to sir Christopher Wren, who continued at the head of
the fraternity till king William’s death, in 1702.

During the reign of queen Anne, masonry made no
considerable progress. Sir Christopher’s age and infirmi-
ties drew off his attention from the duties of his office; the
annual festivals were entirely neglected, and the number
of masons considerably diminished. It was therefore de-
termined that the privileges of masonry should not be con-
fined to operative masons, but that people of all profes-
sions should be admitted to participate in them, provided
they were regularly approved, and initiated into the order.

Thus the society once more rose into esteem; and on the
accession of George I. the masons, now deprived of sir
Christopher Wren, resolved to unite again under a grand-
master, and revive the annual festivals, With this view,
the members of the only four lodges at that time existing
in London, met at the Apple-tree tavern, in Charles-street,
Covent Garden; and having voted the oldest master-mason,
then present, into the chair, constituted themselves a
grand-lodge pro tempore. It was now resolved to remew
the quarterly communications among the brethren; and at
an annual meeting held on the 24th of June, the same year,
Mr. Anthony Sayer was elected grand-master, invested by
the oldest mester-mason there present, installed by the



GPINIONS OF MODERN WRITERS. 85,

master of the oldest lodge, and had due homage paid him
by the fraternity. Before this time, a sofficient number of
masons, met together within a certain district, had ample
power to make masons without a warrant of constitution;
But it was now determined, that the privilege of assembling
as masons should be vested in certain lodges or assemblies
of masons convened in certain places, and that every lodge
to be afterwards convened, excepting the four old lodges
then existing, should be authorised to act by a warrant
from the grand-master for the time, granted by petition
from certain individuals, with the consent and approbation
of the grand-lodge in communication; and that without
such warrant, no lodge should hereafter be deemed regular
or constitutional. The former privileges, however, were
still allowed to remain to the four old lodges then extant.
In consequence of this, the old masons in the metropolis
vested all their inherent privileges, as individuals, in the
four old lodges, in trust that they never would suffer the
ancient charges and land-marks to be infringed. The four
old lodges, on their part, agreed to extend their patronage
to every new lodge which should hereafter be constitnted
according to the new regulations of the society; and while
they acted in conformity to the ancient constitutions of the
order, to admit their masters and wardens to share with
them all the privileges of the grand-lodge, that of prece-
dence only excepted.

Matters being thus settled, the brethren of the four old
Todges considered their attendance on the future communi-
cations of the society as unnecessary; and therefore trust-
ed implicitly to their masters and wardens, satisfied that
no measure of importance would be adopted without their
approbation. It was, however, soon discovered that the
new lodges being equally represented with the old ones at
the communications, would at length so far outnumber
them, that by a majority they might subvert the privileges
of the original masons of England which had been cen-
tered in the four old lodges; on which account a code of
laws was, with the consent of the brethren at large, drawn
up for the future government of the society. To this the
following was annexed, binding the grand-master for the
time being, his successors, and the master of every lodge
to be hereafter constituted, to preserve it inviolably:
«Every annual grand-lodge has an inherent power and
antbority to make new regulations, or to witer these for
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the real benefit of this ancient fraternity, provided always
that the old land-marks be carefully preserved: and that
such alterations and new regulations be proposed and
agreed to, at the third quarterly communication preceding
the annual grand feast; and that they be offered also to the
perusal of all the brethren before dinner, in writing, even
of the youngest apprentice; the approbation and consent of
the majority of all the brethren present being absolutely
necessary to make the same binding and obligatory.” To
commemorate this circumstance, it has been customary,
ever since that time, for the master of the oldest lodge to
attend every grand installation; and, taking precedence of
all present, the grand-master only excepted, to deliver the
book of the original constitutions to the new installed.
grand-master, on his promising obedience to the ancient
charges and general regulations.

By this precaution, the original constitutions were esta-
blished as the basis of all succeeding masonic jurisdiction
in the south of England; and the ancient land-marks, as
they are called, or the boundaries set up as checks against
innovation, were carefully secured from the attacks of any
future invaders. No great progress, however, was made
during the administration of Mr. Sayer, only two lodges
being constituted, though several brethren joined the old
ones. In 1718, Mr. Sayer was succeeded by Mr. George
Payne, who collected many valuable manuscripts on the
subject of masonry, and earnestly requested, that the fra-
ternity would bring to the grand-lodge, any old writings'
or records concerning the fraternity, to show the usages of
ancient times: and in consequence of this invitation, seve-
ral old copies of the Gothic constitutions were produced,
arranged, and digested. Another assembly and feast were
held on the 24th of June, 1719, when Dr. Desaguliers was
unanimously elected grand-master. At this feast the old,
regular, and peculiar toasts were introduced; and from
this time we may date the rise of free-masonry on its pre-
sent plan, in the south of England. Many new lodges
were established, the old ones visited by many masons who
had long neglected the craft, and several noblemen initiated
into the mysteries. In 1720, however, the fraternity sus-
tained an irreparable loss by the burning of several valua-
ble manuscripts, concerning the lodges, rcgulations,.
charges, secrets, &c. (particularly one written by Mr..
Nicholas Stone, the warden under Inigo Jones.) This was
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done by some scrupulous brethren, who were alarmed at
the publication of the masonic constitutions. At a quar-
terly communication it was this year agreed, that, for the
future, the new grand-master shall be named and proposed
to the grand-lodge some time befere the feast; and if ap-
proved and present, he shall be saluted as grand-master
elect; and that every grand-master, when he is installed,
shall have the sole power of appointing his deputy and war-
dens according to ancient custom.

In the mean time masonry continued to spread in the
north as well as the south of England. The genecral as-
sembly, or grand-lodge at York, continued to meet as
usual. Several lodges met in 1705, under the direction of
sir John Tempest, baronet, then grand-master; and many
persons of worth and character were initiated into the
mysteries of the fraternity. The greatest harmony sub-
sisted between the two grand-lodges, and private lodges
were formed in both parts of the kingdom under their sepa-
rate jurisdiction. The only distinction which the grand-
lodge in the north appears to have retained, is in the title
of the Grand Lodge of all England; while the other was
only called the Grand Lodge of England. The latter, how-
ever, being encouraged by some of the principal nobility,
soon acquired consequence and reputation, while the other
seemed gradually to decline; but, till within thesc few years,
the authority of the grand-lodge at York, was never chal-
lenged; on the other hand, every mason in the kingdom
held that assembly in the highest veneration, and consider-
ed himself bound by the charges which eriginated from
that assembly. It was the glory and boast of the brethren,
in almost every country where masonry was established,
to be accounted descendants of the original York masons:
and from the universality of the idea that masonry was
first established at York, by charter, the masons of Eng-
land have received tribute from the first states in Europe.
At present, however, this social intercourse is abolished,
and the lodges in the north and south are almost entirely
unknown to one another; and neither the lodges of Scot-
land nor Ireland, court the correspondence of the grand
lodge at London. 'This is said to have been owing to the
introduction of some innovations among the lodges in the
south; but for the coolness which subsists between the two
grand-lodges another rcason is assigned. A few brethren
at York, having, en some trivial occason, seceded from
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their ancient lodge, they applied to London for a warrant
of constitution. Their application was honoured without
any inquiry into the merits of the case; and thus, instead
of being recommended te the mother-lodge to be restored
to favour, these brethren were encouraged to revolt, and
permitted, under the sanction of the grand-lodge in Lon-
don, to open a new lodge in the city of York itself. This
illegal extension of powor justly offended the grand-lodge
at York, and occasioned a breach which has never yet been
made up. )

The duke of Buccleugh, who, in 1728, succeeded the
duke of Wharton as grand-master, first proposed the
scheme of raising a general fund for distressed masons.
The duke’s motion was supported by lord Paisley, colonet
Houghton, and a few other brethren; and the grand-lodge
appointed a committee to consider of the mogt effectual
means of carrying the scheme into executionl.lb'l'he dis-
posal of the charity was first vested in seven bréthren; but
this number being found too small, nine more were added.
It was afterwards resolved that 12 masters of contributing
lodges, in rotation with the grand officers, should form the
committee; and by another regulation since miade, it has
been determined that all past and present grand officers,
with the masters of all regular lodges which shall have
contributed within 12 months, to the charity, shall be mem-
bers of the committee. This committee meets four times
in the year, by virtue of a summons from the grand-master,
or his deputy. The petitions of the distressed brethren
are considered at these meetings; and if the petitioner be
considered as a deserving object, he is immediately reliev-
ed with five pounds. If the circumstances of the case are
of a peculiar nature, his petition i3 referred to the next
communication, where he is relieved with any sum the com-
mittee may have specified, not exceeding 20 guineas at one
time. Thus the distressed have always found ready relief
from this gencral charity, which is supported by the vo-
luntary contributions of different lodges out of their pri-
vate funds, without being burdensome to any member in
the socicty. Thus has the committee of charity for free
masons been established; and so liberal have the contribu-
tions been, that though the sums annually expended for
the relicf of the distressed brethren have, for several years
past, amounted to many thousand pounds, there still re-
mains a considerable sum.
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The most remarkable events which of late have takem
place in the affairs of masonry, are the initiation of Omi-
tul Omrah Behauder, eldest son of the nabob of the Car-
natic, who was received by the lodge of Trichinopoly, in
the year 1779. The news being officially transmitted to
England, the grand-lodge determined to send a congratu-
latory letter to his highness on the occasion, accompanied
with an apron elegantly decorated, and a copy of the book
of Constitutions, superbly bound. The execution of this
commission was entrusted to sir John Duy, advocate-gene-
ral of Bengal; and in the beginning of 1780, an answer
was received from his highness, acknowledging the receipt
of the present, and expressing -the warmest attachment
and benevolence to his brethren in England. The letter
was written in the Persian language, and inclosed in an
elegant cover of cloth of gold, and addressed to the grand-
master and grand-lodge of England. A proper reply was
made; and a translation of his highness’s letter was order-
ed to be copied on vellum, and, with the original, elegantly
framed and glazed, and bung up in the hall at every
public meeting of the society.

After such a long history of the rise and progress of ma-
sonry, it must be natural to enquire into the uses of the in-
stitution, and for what purposc it has been patronised
by so many great and illustrious personages. The pro-
found secrecy, however, in which every thing relating to
masonry is involved, prevents us from being very parti.
cular on this head. The masons themselves say, in genc«
ral, that it affords relief to the poor and needy, promotes
philanthropy, friendship, and merality; and that in propor<
tion as masonry has been cultivated, the countries have
been civilized. How far this can be depended upon, the
fraternity themselves best know. Another advantage, how-
ever, seems lcss equivocal, viz. that its signs serve as a
kind of universal language, so that by means of them,
people of the most distant nations may become acquainted,
and onter into friendship with one another. This cer.
tainly must be accounted a very important circumstances
and considering the great number which have been, and
daily are, admitted to the society, and their inviolable at.
tachment to the art, we must in candour conclude, that it
contains something of great importance to mankind at
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GENERAL REGULATIONS.

PThe following General Regulations for the Government of the
Masonic Craft,are extracted from a work, entitled «The True
Ahiman Rezon,” compiled and g{:blished by Laurence Der-
mott, Esq. at that time, 1772, R. W. D. G. M. of Ancient
York Masons, in England. Much stress having been laid on
the opinions of this author, I have judged it proper to insert
them at large, leaving the experienced brother to read and
compare the sentiments therein contained, with the various
regulations by which the Grand and Subordinate Lodges in the
respective states are at present governed. Few brethren, af-

- ter a careful perusal, will hesitate to admit, that they contain
the principal foundation on which our stupendous fabric is
erected. The author concludes his introductory remarks ua-
der the head of a Philacteria, for such gentlemen as may
be inclined to become Free Masons, as follows:]

IN the first place, when you intend to be made a free-
mason, go with your friend to the lodge, and desire him
to shew you the warrant, or dispensation, by which the
lodge is held: that is to say, an instrument printed or writ-
ten upon parchment, and signed by some noble grand-mas-
ter, his deputy and grand wardens, and grand secretary,
and sealed with their grand lodge scal, &c. constituting
and appointing particular persons [thercin named] as mas-
ter and wardens, with full power to congregate and hold a
lodge at such a place, and therein make and admit free-
masons, according to the most ancient and honourable cus-
tom of the royal craft, in all ages and nations throughout
the known world, with full power and authority to nomi-
nate, chuse and instal their successors. When they pro-
duce this authority, or warrant, then call for the bye-laws,
and, having seriously perused them, consider whether your
natural disposition will incline you to be conformable to
them. Next call for the roll, or list of menbers, where
you may find the names of some of your intimate and most
esteemed friends, or perhaps the names of such [other of
your acquaintances] as you would not chuse to associate
with, If these researches prove agreeable, then you may
venture to lay down the deposit money, [as it is called]
but if they do not produce the grand-master’s authority by
warrant or dispensation, you are to look upon them naf
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only as the magma of free-masons, but the very dregs of
mankind, who, under the cloak of brotherly love, are ever
upon the watch for an opportunity to pick your pockets,
and make you contemptible into the bargain.* Doubtless
you will wonder how, or by what means, such abandoned
wretches got admittance into a fraternity which boast of so
much honour and virtue, as to rank themselves with kings
and ‘princes, especially if they adhere strictly to the fore-
going regulation. To fhis I answer, that some of the
Landlords,; where the lodges are held, do often recom-
mend persons to be made free-masons, and that the lucra-
tive view takes place [too often] where impartiality, honesty
and virtue ought to be the points of sight. That others
have stood the test of the strictest scrutiny, behaved well
for many years, and afterwards fell into all manner of
“vices, which serves to shew the instability and weakness
of mankind, and that all the doctrine of laws upon earth,
without the grace of God, is not sufficient to make men
wise, or deter them from evil. Nevertheless, in the system of
free-masonry, there are many ways to mend the manners,
polish the disposition, correct the judgment and refine the
taste of a soul virtuously inclined. And as the number of
good and wise free-masons have always greatly exceeded

@ For a confirmation hereof read the eighth regulation, (page 46) where
it is ordered, that no person so made, nor any concerned in making him,
shall be a d officer, nor an officer of any particular lodge, nor shall any
- such’ e of the grand charity, if they should come to want it.
.1 Ido not charge landlords in general with such evil proceedings, be-
cause I know many of them that abhor sinister views, and would sacrifice
all pecuniary interest, before they would bresk through any of the sacred
rules or orders of the craft: nevertheless, much reformation is still wanted in
this quarter. ’

4 Candour obliges us to admit, that- heretofore imj:roper characters have
been admitted by some of our lodges, to the great disgrace and scandal of
the craft; and we speak confidently that our ranks have more frequently been
tainted by the same characters of whom our author here complains—the

dregs of society, who, having been unlawfully initiated in Europe,
bave been thrown upon our shores, to batten on the provision prepared for
the deserving poor brother, or his still poorer widow and orphans. But the
same candour demands, and to the honour of free.-masons in America, let
it be proclaimed, that few such instances as are here complained of, origi-
nate with us. Spurious lodges are, we believe, wholly unknown; and in all
cases where even regularly warranted lodges have transcended their privi-
,b{inlroducing immoral, or otherwise improper characters, the grand
ve promptly exercised the right vested in them, by withdrawing
the dispensation, or warrant, of such offending lodge, and publ.cly suspend-
ed or expelled the members thereof, .all of whom ure forever deprived the
benefits and privileges of the institution; unless, by a subsequent penitent
condugct, they rec;:ve grace from the same high authority.—Compiler.
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that of the foolish and wicked, it would be as absurd te
condemn the whole for part, as it would be in the Jews to
condemn Shem and Japhet for the curse brought upon
Ham; or the Christians to condemn the eleven apostles,
because Judas turned traitor. But this is not altogether
the business of a guide; therefore I beg leave to resume my
proper character, and earnestly desire you to shun masam
clubs; that is to say, lodges formed without authority, for
you may rest fully assured, that such clubs are generally
composed of excluded members, or persons clandestinely
made by them, and consequently incapable of giving pre- -
per instructions to their pupils. Or, admit them capahle
of giving proper instructions, even then, the new brethrean
will be led in the dark, because it is the interest of the re-
bel party to conceal the essentials of the craft, which, i
revealed, must of course prove themselves to be villains,
Therefore, in order to avoid falling into such hands, I
earnestly beg of you, to have no communication with any
lodge or set of men under the denomination of a free-ma-
son’s lodge, until they produce the grand-master’s aythe-
rity, signed and sealed as before mentioned. But having
produced such authority, you may then enter in the name
of God! where you will be acquainted with mysteries,
which are not permitted to be revealed by a guide, especi-
ally out of the lodge: And if, after such entrance, or admis-
sion, you find that I have misled you, I do hereby give you
full liberty to expose me as a blind guide; but if expe-
rience teach you that my instructiox:ﬂgas well as my in-
tentions) were just, then I hope you will do me the honour
of calling me a faithful brother. And that the God of all
light and truth (who is the giver of all good gifts and
graces) may bless, prosper, and direct you, in all yeur
public and private (lawful) undertakings, is the hearty
prayer of,

Gentlemen, your faithful and obedient servant,
LAURENCE DERMOTT,
Late Deputy Grand-Master.
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The General Regulations of the Free and JAccepted
Masons.

OLD REGULATIONS.
1. The grand-master or depu-
ty has full authority and right,
not only to be present, but also
to preside in every lodge, with
the master of the lodge on his
left hand: and to order his
d-wardens to attend him,
who are not to act as wardens
of particular lodges, but in his
sence, and at his command;

or the grand-master, while in
a particular lodge, may com-
mand the wardens of that lodge,
or any other master-masons,
to act as his wardens, pro tem-

pore.

(4

II. The master of a particu-
lar lodge, has the right and au-
thority of congregating the
members of his lodge Into a
chapter, upon an emergency or
occurrence, as well as to ap-
point the time and place of
their usual forming; and in case
of death or sickness, or neces-
sary absence of the master, the
senior warden shall act as mas-
ter, pro tempore, if no brother
is present who has been master
of that lodge before; for the ab-

¢ I shall at all times be conformable, and
worshipfulgrand lodge of regular free-masons,

NEW REGULATIONS. )
I, That is only when the
grand-wardens are absent, for
the grand-master cannot de-
prive them of their office with-
out shewing cause, fairly ap-
pearing to the grand lodge, ac-
cording to the old regulation,
XVIII. so that if they are pre-
sent in a particular lodge with
the grand-master, they must
acts as warden; :‘l;gre. .
ome ave or-
dered tha%r:zne bug: the grand-’
master, his deKuty and war-
dens (who are the ong grand-
officers) should wear their jew-
els in gold, pendant to blue*
ribbons about their necks, and
white leather aprons with blue
silk; which sort of aprons may
also be worn by former grand
officers.
II. It was agreed, that if a

‘master of a particular lodge is

deposed, or demits, the senior
warden shall forthwith fill the
master’s chair till the next time
of choosing, and ever since in
the master’s absence he fills
the chair, even though a former
master be present; except he
has a mind to henour a more
skilful past-master; which is fre-
quently the case.

ay due respect to every right
3.3 am well assured that grand

officers only should be distinguished by gold jewels, and them according

to their proper order; but at the same time ¥ am certain, that every

met-

ber of the grand lodge has an undoubted right to wear purple, blue, white,

Or Crimson.
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sent master’s authority reverts
to the last master present,
though he cannot act till the
senior warden congregates the
lodge.

IIL. The master of each par-
ticular lodge, or one of the war-
dens, or some other brother by
appointment of the master,
shall keep a book,* containi
their bye-laws, the names o
their members, and a list of all
the lodges in town, with the
usual times and places of their
foring, and also the transac-
tions of their own lodge, that
are proper to be written.

IV. No lodge shall make
more than five new brothers at
one and the same time, without
an urgent necessity; nor any
man under the age of twenty-
five years,t who must also
his own master, unless by a
dispensation from the grand-
master.

V. No man can be accepted
a member of a particular lodge,

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

NEW REGULATIONG.

IIT. No lodge shall be
moved from their stated place
of meeting, to another house,
without giving previous notice.
to the grand secretary, contain-
ing reasons for the removal,}
under the forfeiture of one
guinea to the grand charity.

a

IV. This regulation is ne-
lected for several reasons, and
1s now obsolete.

V. The grand secretary can
direct the petitioners in the

* In America this duty is always performed by a secretary, who is chosen
a majority of the brethren at the same meeting at which the other

o of the lodge

are elected—most usually at the regular meeting of

the lodge next preceding the festivals of St. John the Baptist and St. John

the Evangelist.— Compiler.

bI This article is still in force under the jurisdiction of the grand
ge of Maryland, but the qualification is twenty-one years.—b.
# It being very unusual for American lodges to meet in houses of public

entertainment; but, on the contrary, either in buildings erected solely for
their own accommodation; or in some spacious suit of rooms, obtained on
lease for a considerable term—it is believed the merit of this article has
rarely been considered. In Philadelphia, a spacious and splendid fabric, in
the Gothic style of architecture, has been erected, at an enormous ex .
In this building, which is at once an honour to the craft, and the greatest -
ornament of that growing city, not only the grand lodge, but all the subor-
diate lodges, are in their reg'uiar rotation, accommodated, as well as the chap-
ters of H. R. A. Masons, and the exalted degrees of K. T.and K. of M. &c.
In other cities also the brethren occupy their own property; and the frater~
nity in Baltimore, are now erecting an elegant hall, a plate of the eleva-
tion on the west front of which accompanies this work—ib

e
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without previous notice one
month before given to the lodge,
in order to make due enquiry
into the reputation and capacity
of the candidate, unless by a
dispensation.

VI. But no man can be en-
tered a brother in any particu-
lar lodge, or adt(_itte({ a mem-
ber thereof, without the unani-
mous consent of all the mem-
bers of that lodge then present,
when the candidate is proposed,
and when their consent 1s for-
mally asked by the master, they
are to give their consent in
their own prudent way; either
virtunlly, or in form; but with
unanimity: nor is this inherent
privilege subject to a dispensa-
tion, because the members of a

articular lodge are the best
Judges of it; and because, if a
turbulent member should be im-
posed on them, it might spoil
their harmony, or hinder the
freedom of their communica-
tion, or even break or disperse
the lodge, which ought to be
avoided by all that are true and
faithful.

. VIL. Every new brother, at
his entry, is decently to clothe
the lodge, that is, all the bre-
thren present, and to deposit
.something for the relief of the
indigent and decayed brethren,
as the candidate shall think fit
to bestow, over and above the
small allowance that may be
stated in the bye-laws of that

15
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form of a dispensation, if want
ed; but if they know the can
didate, they do not require a
dispensation.

VI. No visiter, however skill-
ed in masonry, shall be admit-
ted into a lodge, unless he is
personally known to, or well
vouched and recommended by
one of that lodge then present.*

But it was found inconve-
nient to insist upon unanimity
in several cases, and therefore
the grand-masters have allowed
the lodges to admit a member if
there are not above three bal-
lots against him; though some
lodges desire no such allow~
ance.

. VII. See this explained in
the account of the constitution
of the general charity; only
particular lodges are not limit-
ed, but may take their own me-
thod for charity.

® | shall not mention the cause of the above new regulation beinﬁ‘made,
but certain it is that real free-masons have no occasion for any such regu-
lation, they being able to distinguish a true brother, let his country or
language be ever so remote or obscure to us, nor is it in the power of glse

pretenders to deceive us.
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particular lodge, which charity
shall be kept by the cashier;
also the candidate shall solemn-
ly promise to submit to the
constitutions, and other good
usages, that shall be intimated
to him, in time and place con-
venient.

VIIL No set or number of
brethren shall withdraw or sepa-
rate themselves from the lodge
in which they were made, or
were afterwards admitted
members, unless the lodge be-
come too numerous; nor even
then, without a dispensation
from the grand-master or depu-
K; and when thus separated,

ey must either immediately
{oin themselves to such other
odges that they shall like best,
who are willing to receive them,
or else obtain the grand-mas-
ter’s warrant to join in forming
a new lodge, to be regularly
constituted in good time.

If any set or number of ma-
sons, shall take upon them-
selves to form a lodge without
the grand-master’s warrant, the
regular lodges are not to coun-
tenance them, nor own them as
fair brethren duly formed, nor
approve of their acts and deeds;
but must treat them as rebels,
until they humble themselves
as the grand-master shall, in
his prudence direct, and until
he approve of them by his war-
rant signified to the other lodges,
as the custom is when a new
lodge is to be registered in the
grand lodge book.,

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

NEW REGULATYIONS.

VHL Eveuy brother can-
cerned in making masons clan.
destinely, shall not be allowed
to visit any lodge till he has
made due submission, even
though the brother so admitted
ma allowed.

one who make a stated
lodge without the nd-mas-
ter’s warrant shall be admitted
into refular lodges, till they -
make due submission, and ob-
tain grace.

If any brethren form a lodge
without leave, and shall irregu.
larly make, that is without the
grand-master’s warra.t, new
brothers, they shall not be ad.
mitted into any regular lodge,
no not as visiters, till they ren-
der a good reason, or make due
submission.

If any lodge within the limits
of the city of London, cease to
meet regularly during twelve
months successive,and not keep
up to the rules and orders of
the grand lodge, its number and
place shall be erased and dis-
continued in the grand lodge
books; and if they petition to
be inserted or owned as a regu-
lar lodge, it must lose its for-
mer place and rank of prece-
dency, and submitto a new con-
stitution.

Seeing that some extraneous
brothers have been lately made
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QLD REGULATIONS.

IX. But if any brother so far
misbehave himself, as to render

his lodge uneasy, he shall be-

thrice duly admonished by the
master and wardensin thatlodge
formed; and if he will not re-
frain his imprudence, nor obe-
diently submit to the advice of
his brethren, he shall be dealt
with according to the bye-laws
of that particular loda:; or else
in such manner as the grand
lodge shall in their great pru-
dence think fit, for which a new
regulation may be afterwards
made

47
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in a clandestine manner; that
is, in no regular lodge, nor by
any authority or dispensation
from the grand-master, and
upon small and unworthy con-
siderations, to the dishonour of
the craft.

The grand lodge decreed,
that no person so made, noran
concerned in making him, shall
be an officer of any particular
lodge; nor shall any such par-
take of the general charity, if
they should come to want it.

X. Whereas several disputes
have arisen about the removak
of lodges from one house to
another, and it has been ques-
tioned in whom that power is
invested, it is hereby declared,
That no lodge be removed with-
out the master’s knowledge, that
no motion be made for remov-
ing in the master’s absence, and
that if the motion be seconded,
or thirded, the master shall or-
gnlumms to every indivi-

ual member, specifying the
business, and ap ointg:gnga day
for hearing and ining the
affair, at least ten days before,
and the determination shall be
made by the majority; but if he
be of the minority against re-
moving, the e shall not be.
removed, unlessthe majority con-
sists of full two thirds of the
members present.

But if the master refuse to
direct such summons, either of
the wardens may do it; and if
the master neglects to attend
on the day fixed, the warden
may preside in determining the
affair in the manner prescribed;

but they shall net, in the mas-
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ter’s absence, enter upon any
other cause but what is particu-
larly mentioned in the same
summons.

And if the lodge is thus re-
gularly ordered to be removed,
the master or warden shall send
notice to the secretary of the
grand lodge, for publishing the
same at the next grand lodge.

X. Upon a sudden emergen-

OLD REGULATIONS, 1

- X. The majority of every

particular lodge, when congre-
gated, not else, shall have pri-
vilege of giving instructions to
their master and wardens be-
fore the meeting of the grand
chapter, because the said officers
are their representatives, and
supposed to speak the senti-
ments of their brethren, at the
said grand lodge.

XI. All particular lodges are
to observe the like usages as
much as possible; in order to
which, and algo for cultivating
a good understanding ameng
free-masons, some members of
every lodge shall be deputed to
vigit other lodges, as often as
shall be thought convenient.*

cy, the grand lodge has allowed
a private brother to be present;
and, with leave asked and given,
to signify his mind, if it was
about what concerned masonry,
but not to vote.

XI. The same usages for sub~
stance are actually observed in
every regular lodge of real free
and accepted masons, which is
much owing to visiting brethren,
who compare the usages.t '

® It has been customary of late years, for the grand lodges, at their yearly

communications, to appoint, among other officers, certain judicious and
experienced brethren to act as inspectors of the work, whose duty it is to visit
occasionally, the lodges which are placed under their immediate jurisdic-
tion; and to report the state of such lodges, as well relating to their order-
ly deportment, as their strict conformity to the regulations of the grand
Jodge.—Compiler
lret It is a truth beyond contradiction, that the free and accepted masons in
and, Scotland, and the ancient masons in England, have.one and the same
customs, , and ceremonies: but this is not the case with the modern
masons in England, who differ materially, not only from the above, but from
most masons under Heaven.®

¢ Since the publication of Mr. Dermott’s work, a complete union has
been formed, not only in England, but in Ireland and Scotland also. There
the distinction between ancient and modern masons has subsided by a so-
lemn league; some account of which is given in the present work.—Com-

Hiler.
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XII. The grand lod -
ists of. and is formed f:;', the
aaaters and wardens of all the
articular lodges upon record,
rith the grand-master at their
ead, the deputy om his left
and, and the grand wardens
a their places.

These must have their quar-
erly communications, or month-
y meetings and adjournments,
8 often as occasion requires,
1 some convenient place, as
he grand-master shalrappoint,
there none shall be g;;o:ent but
ts own proper members, with-
it leave asked and given; and
rhile such a stranger, though a
rother, stays, heis not allowed
o vote, nor even to speak to
ny question, without leave of
he grand lodge, or unless he is
lesired to give his opinion.

All matters in the grand
odge are determined by a ma-
ority of votes, each member
aving one vote, and the grand-
saster two votes, unless the
rand lodge leave any particu-
ar thing to the determination
f the grand-master, for the
ake of expedition.

XIII. At the grand lodge
neetil;ﬁ, all matters that con-
iern the fraternity in general,
r particular lodges, or single
wothers, are sedately and ma-
urely to be discoursed of.

1. Apprentices must be ad-
nitted fellow crafts and mas-
ers only here, unless by a dis-

® Past masters of warranted lodges
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XIL. There must be no less
than the masters and wardens
of five regular lodges, together
with one or all of the grand of-
ficers at their head, to form a
grand lodge. :

No new 1 is owned, nor
their officers admitted into the

and lodge, unless it be regu-

ly constituted and registered.

All who have been or ahall be
Eerand-mnsters, shall be mem-

rs of and vote in all grand
lodges.

All who have been or shall
be deputy grand-masters, shall
be mel;:bcrs of and vote in all

nd lodges.*
graA“ whgeﬂ:we been or shall
be grand wardens, shall be
members of and vote in all
grand lodges.

Masters or wardens of parti-
cular lodges, shall never attend
the grand lodge without their
jewels, except upon giving good
and sufficient reasons.

If any officer of a particular
lodge cannot attend, he may
send a brother of his lodge, that
has been in that or a higher
office before, with his jewel and
clothing, to supply his room and
support the honour of his lodge.

IT11. What busipess cannot
be transacted at one lodge, may
be referred to the committee of
charity, and by them reported
to the next grand lodge.

The master of a lodge, with
his wardens, and a competent
number of the lodge, assembled

in due form, can make mas-

on record, are allowed this privilege,

vhilst they continue to be members of any regular lodge.

7
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pensation from the grand-mas-
ter.”

2. Here also all differences
that cannot be made up, or ac-
commodated privately, nor by
a particular lodge, are to be se-
riously considered and decided;
and if any brother thinks him-
self aggrieved by the decision,
he may appeal to the nd
lodge next ensuing, and leave

his appeal in writing with the
grand-master, the deputy or
grand wardens.t

Hither also all the officers of

rticular lodges shall bring a
rigt of such members as have
been made, or even admitted by
them since the last grand lodge.

4. There shall be boeks kept
by the grand-master or deputy,
or rather by some other brother
appointed secretary of t
grand lodge, wherein shall
recorded all the lodges,

the usual times and places.of |’

their forming, and the nameg of
all the members of each lod
also all the affairs of the gran
lodge thatare proper to be writ-

ten.

5. The grand lodge shall con-
sider of the most prudent and
effectual means of collecting

and disposjng of what money

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

NEW HEGULATIONS.
ters and fellows at discres
tion.
! odIt wa:h in the

, that no petitions or
peals shall be heard on the 3:
nual grand lodge or feast day;
nor shall any business be trans-
acted that tends to interrupt
the harmony of the assembly,
but all shall be referred to
next grand lodge, or stewards’

lodge.
These lists are brought to the
grand lod quarter, viz.

evea

on the first Wednesday in
March, June, September, and
December.

® This is a very ancient regulation, but seldom put in tice; mew
masons being gmenllﬁy. made at private lodges; hnwere‘:. t.herpng'ﬂl:t: 'ﬂ
ful grand-master has full power and authority to make, or cause to be
in his worship’s presence, free and accepted masons at sight, and such mak-
ing is good.® But they cannot be made ont of his worship’s presence, with-
out a written dispensation for that purpose. Nor can his worship obli
any warranted lodge to receive the persons so made, if the members -holm
declare against him or them; but, in such case, the right worshipful grand-
master may grant them a warrant and form them into a new lodge.

1 This was the custom in time of old; but ever since the institution of
the office of grand secretary, all writings in the nature of appeals and
petitions are left with him.

®* Thisisa t stretch of power, not i s
nor s m eount:y.-—po er, 4 recognized, or at least, we believes

N
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shall be lodged with them on
charity, towards the relief only
of any true brother fallen into
merty and decay, but none

6. But each particular lodge
may dispose of their own cha-
rity for poor brothers, accord-
ing to their own bye-laws, until
it be agreed by all the lodges,
in a new regulation,® to carry
in the charity collected by them,
to the grand lodge at their
quarterly or annual communi-
cation, in order to make a com-
mon stock for the more hand-
some relief of r)or brethren.

7. They shall appoint a trea-
surer, a brother of worldly
substance, who shall be a mem-
ber of the grand lodge by virtue
of his office, and shall be al-

ways present, and have power’

to move to the grand lodge any
thing that concerns his office.

8. To him shall be committed
all money raised for the gene-
ral charity, or for any other
use of the grand lodge, which
he shall write down in a book,
with the respective ends and
uses for which the several sums
are intended, and shall expend
or disburse the same by such a
certain order signed, as the
grand lodge shall hereafter

toin a new regulation.

But by virtue of his office, as
treasurer, without any other
qualification, he shall not vote
in choosing a new grand-master

and grand wardens, though in
every other transaction.
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See Regulations for Charity,
page 92.

® See this explained in the regulation for charity.
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9. In like manner the secre-
tary shall be a member of the
grand lodge, by virtue of his
office, and shall vote in every
thing, except int choosing grand
officers. :

10. The treasurer and secre-
tary may have each a clerk or
assistant, if they think fit, who
must be a brother and a master
mason, but must never be a
member of the grand lodge,
nor speak without being allow-
ed or commanded.

11. The grand-master or de-
puty, have authority always to
command the treasurer and se-
cretary to attend him, with
their clerks and books, in order
to sce how matters go on, and
to know what is expedient to be
done upon an emergency.

12. Another brother and mas-
ter-mason should be appointed
the tyler, to look after the door;
but he must be no member of
the grand lodge.

13. But these offices may be
further explained by a new re-
gulation, when the necessity or
expediency of them may more
appear than at present to the
fraternity.

XIV. If at any grand lodge,
stated or occasional, monthly or
annual, the d-master and
deputy should both be absent,
then the present master of a
lodge that has been longest a
free-mason, shall take the chair,
and preside as grand-master,
pro tempore,and shall be vested
with all the honour and power
for the time being, provided
there is no brother present that
hias been grand -master or deputy

BENERAL REGULATIONS,
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Another brother and master-
mason is appointed pursuivant,
and stationed at the inward
door of the grand lodge; his
business is to re the names
and titles of all that want ad-
mittance, and to upon mes-
sages, &c. but he 1s not a
member of the .grand lodge,
nor allowed to speak without
orders.

XIV. In the first edition the
right of grand wardens was
omitted in this reigulation, and
it has been since found that the
old lodges never put into the
chair the master of a particular
lodge, but when there was no
grand warden in company, pre-
sent mor former; and that in
such a case, a grand officer al-
ways took place of any master
of alodge that has not béén &
grand officer. 4
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formerly; for the last former
d-master or deputy in com-
pany, tikes place of right in
the -absence of the grand-mas-
ter or deputy.

XV. In the grand lodge none
can acts as warde&is ut‘f the
preseut grand wardens, if in
com y;gr:.nd if absent, the
grand-master shall order private
wardens to act as d war-
dens pro tempore, whose places
are to be supplied by two fel-
low-crafts, or master-masons of
the same lodge, called forth to
act, or sent thither by the mas-
ter thereof; or if by him omit-
ted, the grand-master, or he
that presides, shall call them
forth to act; so that the grand
lodge may be always complete.

g
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Therefore, in case of the ab-
sence of all grand-masters and
deputies, the present senior
grand warden fills the chair;
and in his absence, the junior
grand warden; and his abeence
the oldest former grand warden
in company; and if no former
grand officer be found, then the
oldest free-mason who is now
the master of a lodge.*

But to aveid disputes, the
grand-master usually gives a
Rarﬁculur commission, under his

and and seal of office, counter-
signed by the grand secretary,
to the senior grand warden, or
in his absence to the junior, to
act as a deputy grand-master,
when the deputy is not in town.

XV. Soon after the first edi-
tion of the book of constitutions,
the grand lodge finding it was
always the ancient usage that
the oldest former grand wardens
supplied the places of those of
the year when absent, the
grand-masters ever since has
ordered them to take place im-
mediately, and act as grand
wardens, pro tempore, which
they always do in the absence
of the grand wardens for the
year, except when they have
waved their privilege for that
time, to honour some brother,
whom they thought more fit
for the present service.

But if no former grand war-
dens are in company, the grand-
inaster, or he that presides,
calls forth whom he pleases, to

® The pre-eminence is generally given to the master of the senior lodge,
withoyt regard to the age of the masters.
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XVIL 1. Thegrand wardens,
or any others, are first to ad-
vise with the deputy about the
affairs of the lodges of private
single brothers, and are not
only to apply to the grand-mas-
ter without the knowledge of
the deputy, unless he refuse
his concurrence.

2. In which case, or in case
of any difference of sentiment
between the deputy and grand
wardens, or other brothers, both
parties are to go to the grand-
master by consent; who, by vir-
tue of his great authority and
power can easily decide the
controversy, and make up the
difference.

8. The grand-master should
not receive any private intima-
tions of business concerning
masens and masonry, but from
his deputy first, except in such
cases as his worship can easily
judge of : and if the application
to the grand-master be irregu-
lar, his worship can order the
grand wardens, or any so ap-
plying, to wait upon the deputy,
who is speedily to pre the
business, and lay it orderly be-
fore his worship.

XVII. No grand-master,
grand warden, treasurer, or se-
cretary, or whoever acts for
them, or in their stead, pro
tempore, can at the same time
act as the master or warden of
a particular lodge; but as soon
as any of them discharged

GENERAL REGULATIONS.
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act grand wardens, pro fem.
pore.®
XVIL. 1. This was intended
for the ease of the -mas-
ter, and for the honour of the

deputy.

2. No such case has happen-
ed in our time, and all grand-
masters govern more by love
than power.

8. No irregular ications
have made been mape in our
time, to the grand-master.

XVII. Old grand officers, are
now some of them officers of

particular lot‘lfu, but are not
deprived of their privilege in
the grand lodge, to sit and vote
there as old grand officers; only
he deputes a past officer of his

particular lodge td act, pro tem-

® Preference is given to the master or past master of the oldest lodge

present.
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his public office, he returns to
that post or station in his par-
ticular lodge, from which he
was called to officiate.

XVIIL. 1.If the deputy besick,
or necessarily absent, the grand-
master can chuse any brother he
Pleases to act as his deputy, pro

tempore.

2. But he that is chosen de-
pnt{ at the installation, and al-
so the grand wardens, cannot be
discharged, unless the cause
fairly appear to the grand lodge.

3. For the grand-master, ithe
is uneasy, may call a grand
lodge, on purpose to lay the
cause before them, for their ad-
vice and concurrence.

And if the members of the
gund lodge cannot reconcile

e grand-master with his depu-
ty or wardens, they are to al-
low the grand-master to dis-
charge his deputy, or wardens,
and to choose another deputy
immediately, and the same

and lodge, in that case, shall

orthwith choose other grand
wardens, so that harmony and
peace may he preserved.

XIX. If the grand-master
should abuse his great power,
and render himselt unworthy of
the obedience and submission of
the lodge, he shall be treated in
a way and manner to be
upon in a new regulation: be-
cause hitherto the ancient fra-
ternity have had no occasion
for it.

XX. The grand-master, with
his deputy, grand wardens, and

® This is done by
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pore, as the officer of that lodge,
at the grand lodge.

XVIIL. 1. The senior grand
warden now, ever supplies the
deputy’s place;* the junior acts
as the senior; the oldest former

nd warden, as the junior; al-
8o the oldest mason, as above.

2. This was never done in our

time. See new regulation I.

3. Should this case ever hap-

L)g.n, the grand-master appoints

is deputy, and the grand lodge
the other grand officers.

But if the grand lodge want
to get rid of the deputy, they
must choose a new grand-mas-
ter, by which means the depu-
ty’s chair becomes vacant.

"XIX. The free-masons firmly
hope, that there will never be
:icca.sion for such a new regula-

on.

XX. Or else he shall send his

grand officers to visit the lodges:

, the grand-master only baving power to ap-

point and discharge his deputy at pleasure.

~y
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secretary, shall at least once go
round and visit all the lodges
about town during his master-
ship.

XXI. If the grand-master
dies during his mastership; or
by sickness, or by being beyond
sea, or any other way to be ren-
dered incaglable of discharging
his office, the deputy, or in his
absence the senior grand war-
den, or in his absence the junior
grand warden, or in his absence
any three masters of lodges
shall assemble at the grand
lodge immediately, in order to
advise together upon the emer-
gency, and to send two ef their
number to invite the last grand-

GENERAL REGULATIONS,
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This old and laudable practice
often renders a deputy necessa-
ry: when he visits them, the se-
nior grand warden acts as .de-
puty, the junior as the senior,as
above; or if both, or any of
them be absent, the deputy, or
he that presides for him, ma

appoint whom he pleases in their

For when both the grand-
masters are absemt, the genier
or junior grand warden may
rreside as deputy in visitingthe
odges, or in the constitution of
a new lodge; neither of which
can be done without at least one
of the present grand officers;
except in places at too greata
distance from the grand lod
and in such case some faithful
brother, who has passed the

1stead, pro tempore.*

{chair, &c. shall have a proper

utation under the grand
ge seal,t for the constituting
of such new lodge or lodges, in
distant or remote countries,
where the grand officers cannot
possibly attend.

XXI. Upon such a vacancy,
if no former grand-master, nor
former deputy be found, the
Hresent senior grand warden

lls the chair, or 1n his absence
the junior, till a new grand-mas-
ter 13 chosen; and if no present
nor former grand warden be
found, then the oldest free-ma-
son who is now the master of 2
lodge. This privilege is gene-
rally given up to the master of
the oldest lodge, without
to the age of the man, or the
time he was made.

de
1

* @ The brother appointed must be a master mason.

The grand.

use their private seals; but if the

-master, or his deputy, ma
o _erhmndcinthcirabmee,&egnp!lodgeud must be affized thereto.

A 3
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master to resume his office,
which now of course reverts to
hira; and if he refuses to act,
then tlie next last, and so back-
-ward: but if no former grand-
master be found, the present
deputy shall act as principal
tilla newgrand-masteris chosen;
or if there be no deputy, then
the oldest mason, the present
master of a lodge.

XXII. The ierethren of all
the regular lodﬁes in and near
the city of London, shall meet
in somé convenient place on
every St. John’s day; and when
business is over, they may re-
pair to their festival dinners, as
they shall think most conve-
nient; and when St. John’s day
happen to be on a Sunday, then
the public meeting shall Be on
the next Monday.

The grand lodge must meet
in some convenient place on
8t. John the evangelist’s day,
in every year, in order to pro-
claim the new, or recognize the
old grand-master, deputy and

and wardens.

XXIII. If the present grand-
master shall consent to conti-
nue a second year, then one of
the grand lodge, deputed for
that purpose, shall represent to
all tﬁe brethren, his worship’s
god go
u:_g to him, shall, in the name
of the grand lodge, humbly re-

uest him to do the fraternity
&e great honour, if nobly born,
if not, the great kindness, of
continuing to be their grand-
master for the year ensuing;
and his worship declaring his
consent thereto, in manner he

8

vernment, &c. and turn-

4
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XXII. Or any brethren a-
round the globe, who are true
and faithful members of the an-
cient craft,at the place appoint-
ed, till they have built a place
of their own; but none but the
members of the grarid lodge are
admitted within the doors dur-
ing the elections of grand offi-
cers.

MN.B. Itis the general cus-
tom to choose the grand officers
a considerable time before St.
John’s day, viz. on the first
Wednesday in December, or
sooner.

XXIII. Application shall be
made to the grand-master, by
the deﬂuty, or such. brother
whom the grand lodge shall ap-

int, in case of his failure, at
east one month before St. John
the evangelist’s day, in order to
enquire whether ~his worship
will do the fraternity the great
honour, or kindness, of continu-
ing in his office a secord year,
or of nominating his successor;
and if his worship should atthat
time happen to be out of towa
or the person whom he shall
think proper to succeed him;.
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thinks proper, the grand secre-
tary shall thrice proclaim him
aloud,

Grand-Master of Masons.”

All the members of the grand
lodge shall salute him in due
form, according to the ancient
and laudable custom of free-
masons.

XXIV. The present grand-
master shall nominate his suc-
cessor for the year ensuing;
-who, if unanimously approved
of by the grand lodge, and there
present, he shall be proclaimed,
saluted and congratulated, the
new grand-master, as before
hinted; and immediately install-
ed by the last grand-master, ac-
cording to an ancient usage.t

But if that nomirdtion 18 not
unanimously approved, the new

nd-master sﬁ:ll be chosen
immediately by ballot, viz. ev-
ery master and warden writing
his man’s name, and the last
grand-master writing his man’s
name too, and the man whose
pame the last grand-master
shall first take out casually, or
by chance, shall be grand-mas-
ter of masons for the year ensu-
ing: and if present, he shall be
proclaimed, saluted, and con-

tulated, as before hinted.and
orthwith installed :{ the last
grand-master, according to u-
sage.

GENERAL :REGULATIONS.
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then the secretary shall write to
either, or both, concerning the
same, the copies of which let-
ters shall be transcribed in the
transaction book of the grand
lodge, as also the answers re-
ceived.

XXIV. This is the general
practice of grand lodges, for
they seldom or never disapprove
the choice.

The present grand-master
may order any brother, well
skiﬁed in the ceremony, to as-
sist him in installing the new
grand-master.

There has been no occasion
for this old regulation in our
time, the grand lodge,as before,
having constantly approved of
the grand-master’s choice; and
my reason for inserting it is,
lest any brother acquainted with
the old constitutions, should
think the omitting it a defection.

* The masons of old addressed their grand-masters by the title of right

worshipful; but the modern masons, by a refinement
ve the title of right worshipful, to every master of a private lodge. And

liar to themselves,

at of most worshipful not only to their grand-master, but even to the

deputies of provincials.

This is a most noble and grand ceremony, but cannot be described in
writing, nor ever known to any but master-masons.
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XXV. 1. The last grand-
master thus continued, or the
new grand.master thus install-
ed, shall next, asdhis inherehnt
ight, nominate and appoint his
;'E:mty grand-master, e];:her the
last or a new one, who shall al-
so be proclaimed, saluted and
congratulated in due form.

2. The new grand-master
shall also nominate his new
grand wardens; and, if unani-
mously approved by the grand
lodge, they shall also be forth-
with proclaimed, saluted, and
congratulated in due form.

XXVI. That if the brother
whom the present grand-master
shall nominate for his successor,
or whom the grand lodge shall
choose by ballot, as above, be
out of town, and has returned
his answer, that he will accept
of the office of grand-master, he
shall be proclaimed, as before in
old regulation XXIII. and may
be installed by proxy, which
proxy must be the present or
former grand-master, who shall
act in his name, and receive the
usual honours, homage and con-
gratulations.

XXVII. Every grand lodge
has an inherent power and au-
thority to make new regula-
tions, or to alter these for the
real benefit of the ancient fra-
ternity, provided always, that
the old land marks be carefully
preserved, and that such new
regulations and alterations be
proposed and agreed to by the
grand lodge, and that they be
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XXV. 1. A deputy was al
ways needful when the grand
master was nobly born, and this
old regulation has been always
practised in our time.

2. This old regulation has
sometimes-been found inconve-
nient; therefore the grand lodge
reserve to themselves the elec-
tion of grand wardens; wher§
any member has a right to nom-
inate one, and the two persons
who have the majority of votes,
still preserving due harmony,
are declared duly elected.

XXVI. The proxy must be
either the last or former grand-
master, or else a very reputable
brother.

Nor is the new deputy,
the grand wardens, aﬂo
proxies when appointed.

nor
wed

XXVIIL. All the alterations,
or new regulations above writ-
ten, are only for amending or
explaining the old regulations
for the good of masonry, with-
out breaking in upon the an-
cient rules of the fraternity, still
preserving the old land marksy
and were inade at several times,
as occasion offered, by the grand
lodge, who have an inlerent
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submitted to the perusal of all
the brethren in writing, whose
approbation and consent, or the
majority thereof, is absolutely
necessary to make the same
binding and obligatory; which
must, therefore, after the new

and-master is installed, be so-
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power of amending what may
be thought inconvenient, and
ample authority of making new
regulations for the good of free-
masonry, which has not been
disputed; for the members of
the grand lodge are truly the
representatives of all the frater-

emnly desired and obtained
from the grand lodge, as it was
for these old regu ations, by a
great number of brethren.

END OF THE OLD REGULATIONS.

nity, according to old regula-
ion X.

e —

Regulations for the Government of the Grand Lodge,
during the time of public business. i

XVIIL 1. That no brothers be admitted into the grand
lodge, but the immediate members thercof, viz. the four
present and all former grand officers, the trcasurer and se-
cretary, the masters, wardens, and past masters, of all regu-
lar lodges, cxcept a brother who isa petitioner, or a witness
in some case, or onecalled in by motion.

2. That at the third stroke of the grand-master's gavel,
there shall be a general silence; and that he who breaks
silence, without leave from the chair, shall be publickly re-
primanded.

3. That under the same penalty every brother shall kecp
his seat, and keep strict silence whenever the grand-master
or dcdeputy shall think fit to rise from the chair, and call to
order. )

4. That in the grand lodge every member shall keep in
his seat, (according to the number of his lodge) and not
move about from place to place during the communication,
except the grand wardens, as having more immediately the
care of the grand lodge.

5. That no brother is to speak but once to the same affair,
unless to explain himself, or when called upon by the chair
to speak.

6. Every one that speaks shall rise, and keep standing,
addressing himself in a proper manner to the chair; nor*
shall any presume to interrupt him, under the aforesaid pen-
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alty; unless the grand-master find him wandering from the
point in hand, shall think fit to reduce him to order; for then
the said speaker shall sit down: but after he has been sef
right, he may again proceed, if he pleases.

7. If in the grand lodge any member is twice called to
order at any one assembly, for transgressing these rules,
and is guilty of a third offence of the same nature, the
chair shall peremptorily order him to quit the lodge-room
for that night. .

8. That whoever shall be so rude as to hiss at any brother,
or at what another says or has said, he shall be forthwith
solemnly excluded the communication, and declared incapable
of ever being a member of any grand lodge for the future,
till another time he publickly owns his fault, and his grace
be granted.

. 9. No motion for a new regulation, or for the continuance
or alteration of an old one, shall be made till it be first hand-
ed up in writing to the chair; and, after it has been perused
by the grand-master, at least about ten minutes, the thing
may be moved publickly and then it shall be audibly read
by the secretary; and if he be seconded and thirded, it must
immediately be committed to the consideration of the whole
assembly, that their sense may be fully heard about it; after
which the question shall be put, pro and con.

10. The opinion, or votes of the members, are to be sig-
nified by holding up of hands; that is, one hand each member;
which uplifted hands the grand wardens are to count, unless
the number of hands be so equal as to render the counting
them useless.

Nor should any other kind of division ever be admitted
among free-masons,

In order to preserve harmony, it was thought necessary
to use counters and a ballotting box when occasion requires.

END OF THE NEW REGULATIONS.

My sqn, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments;
and remove not the ancient land mark which thy fathers have sct.—Soronox.

The Regulations for Charity.

‘I. This committee shall be and consist of all present and
former grand officers, secretary, and treasurer, with the
masters of ten regular lodges, who shall be summoned, and
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obliged to attend in their turns: that isto say, five from the
oldest lodges, and five from the youngest, shall be summon.
ed to meet upon the third Wednesday in every Calendar
month, to hear all petitions, &c. and to order such relief
to be given to distressed petitioners, as their necessity may
appear, and prudence may direct.

II. That all collections, contributions, and other charita-
ble sum, or sums of money, of what nature or kind soever, that
shall at any time be brought into the grand lodge, shall be
deposited in the hands of the treasurer, or such other per-
sons as the grand lodge shall appoint, who is not to dis-
burse or expend the same, or any part thereof, on any ac-
count whatsoever, without an order from the said committee,
which order shall be signed by the presiding officer, and
countersigned by the sccretary.

III. That ncither the grand officer, secretary, or any
other person whatever, shall give or sign any order on the
treasurer, for any sum or sums of money, until the same be
first approved of by the majority of the committee or stew-
ards, then present, and entered in their transaction book,
together with the name or names of the person or persons
to whom the sameis given.

IV. That no anonymous letter, petition or recommen-
dation by or from any person, or on any account or pretence
whatsoever, be introduced or read in this committee.

V. That registered masons only, who "have contributed
not less than twelve months, and a member of a warranted
lodge during that time, shall be considered and relieved.
Sojourners, or travelling masons, shall be relicved, if
certified, by privatc contribution, or out of the fund, asthe
majority shall think proper.

V1. That all petitions or recommendations shall be sign-
ed by the master and wardens of the petitioner’s lodge, who
shall (if in town) attend the steward’s lodge, or committee,
and asscert the truth of the petitioners. The petitioners
shall also attend, if in or adjacent to the lodge, except in
cases of sickness, lameness, or imprisonment; and prove to
the satisfaction of the stewards, that he or they have been
formerly in reputable, or at least in tolerable circumstances.

VIL. That any other brother may send in a petition or
recommendation, but none shall be admitted to sit or hear
the dcbates, but the grand officers, secretary and treasurer,
with the ten masters summeoned for that purpose.
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VIII. That it shall be the inherent power of this commit-
tee, or steward’s lodge, to dispose of the fund laid in for
charity, to charitable uses, and no other, and that, only to
such persons who shall appear by their petitions aforesaid,
to be deserving and in real want of charitable and brother-
ly assistance, and that either by weekly support, or as they
shall judge most prudent and necessary.

IX. That no extraneous brother that is not madein a re-

gular lodge, but madein a clandestine manner, without the
grand-master’s warrant, or only with a view to partake of
this charity, nor any assisting at such irregular makings,
shall be qualified to receive any assistance therefrom, ac-
cording to the sixth regulation for charity.
- X, 'lEhat this committee shall have full power and author-
ity to hear and adjust all matters, concerning free-masons or
free-masonry, that shall be laid before them, except making
new regulations, which power is wholly invested in the grand
lodge, and their determinations shall be final, except when
an appeal shall be made to the quarterly grand lodge.

XI. That for the speedy relief of distressed petitioners,
any three of the masters, summoned for that purpose, with
or without the grand officers, the secretary and books al-
ways present, shall be a quorum, and may proceed to busi-
ness, as prudence and brotherly love shall direct them.

XII. That all the transactions of this steward’s lodge, or
committee of charity, shall be read audibly, by the grand
secretary, before all the members of the grand lodge, upon
the first Wednesdays in March, June, Scptember and De-
cember, yearly.

XIII. This committee being invested with full power to
hear complaints of a masonic nature, as appears by regu-
lation X. and to punish delinquents according to the laws of
the craft; for that reason they shall most religiously adhere
to the old Hebrew regulation, viz. «Ifa complaint be made
against a brother by another brother, and he be found guil-
ty, he shall stand to the determination of thisorthe grand-
lodge: butif acomplaint be made against a brother, where-
in the accuser cannot support his complaint to conviction,
such accuser shall forfeit such penalty as the person so ac-
cused might have forfeited, haidl he been really convicted on
such complaint.”



The foregoing regulations of the grand lodge of
England, as well with regard to order, as the dissemina-
tion of charity (with a few unimportant alterations suited
to local circumstances) prevail in the respective grand
lodges in America.

. At the last semi-annual session of the grand lodge of
Maryland, it was resolved that the steward’s lodge shall,
in future, consist of the installed grand officers, together
with the masters of the respective lodges and one past mas-
ter, or present or past warden, from each ofthe city lodges,
any five of whom are declared to be a quorum for the trans-

action of business.



CONSTITUTIONS. *

CHAPTER 1.

Of those who would be Free and Accepted Masons.

Beroee we enter upon the duties of the operative Ma-
son, in the various offices to which he may be called in the
lodge, it is proper to give some account of what is abso-
lately requisite in all who aspire to partake of the sublime
honours of those who are duly initiated into the mysteries,
and instructed in the art of ancient masonry.

SECTION I.
Of God and Religion.

‘Whoever, from love of knowledge, interest, or curiosity,
desires to be a mason, is to know that, as his foundation
and great corner stone, he is firmly to believe in the eter-
nal God, and to pay that worship which is due to him, as
the great architect and governor of the universe.

A mason must observe the moral law. And if he rightly
understand the royal art, he will never be an atheist, or
an irreligious libertine; and will never act against the great
inward light of his own conscience.

He will likewise shun the errors of bigotry and super-
stition; making a due use of his own reason, according to that -
liberty wherewith a mason is made free: for though in
ancient times, masons were charged to comply with the re-
ligious opinions and usages of the country or nation where
they sojourned or worked, yet it is now thought most ex-
pedient that the brethren in general should only be charged
to adhere to the essentials of religion, in which all men
agree; leaving each brother to his own judgment as to parti-
cular forms.—Whence being good men and true, of unsullied
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honour and unfailing honesty, the order becomes the cen-
tre of union, and the means of conciliating true friend-
ship.* ’

SECTION II.
Of Government, and the Civil Magistrate.

Whoever would be a true masonm is farther to know,
that by the privileges of his order, his obligations as a
subject and citizen will not be relaxed, but enforced. He
is to be a lover of peace, and obedient to the civil powers
which yield him protection, and are set over him, where
he resides, or works. Nor can a real craftsman ever be
concerned in conspiracies against the state, or be disre.
spectful to the magistrate; because the welfare of his coun-
try is his most happy object.

Now, if any brother, forgetting for a time the rules of
his craft, and listening to evil counsels, should unhappily
fall into a contrary conduct, he is not to be countenanced
in his crimes or rebellion against the state; but he forfeits
all the benefits of the lodge, and his fellows will refuse to
associate or converse with him in private, while he con-
tinues in his guilt; that no offence may be given to lawful
government. Such a person, however, is still considered
a8 a mason; his title hereto being indefeasible: and hopes
are to be entertained, and endeavours used, that the rales
of the craft may again recover him to bis duty.

From the constant desire of true masons to adorn the
countries where they reside with all useful arts, crafts and
improvements, they have been, from the earliest ages, en-
couraged and protected by the wisest rulers of states and
commonwealths; who have likewise thought it an honour
to have their names enrolled among the fraternity, and
have become the patrons of the craft. And thus masonry,
having always flourished most in the peaceable times of
every country; and, bhaving suffered in a particular man-
ner through the calamitous effects of war, the craftsmen
are the more strongly engaged and inclined to act agreea-
bly to the prime principles of their art, in following peace
and love, as far as possible, with all men.

® “Gude menne and true, hennynga eidher odher to be soche, doe always
leve the more as they he more gude.” /ncient MS. Bodl.
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And as political affairs have occasioned discord amongst
the nearest relations, and most iptimate friends, masons

are eanined never to speak of, or discuss, tlm in the

lodge.

SECTION IIf.
Of Private Duties.

‘Whoever would be a mason should know how to practise
all the private virtues. He should avoid all manner of
intemperance, or excess, which might prevent his perform-
ance of the laudable duties of his craft, or lead him into
enormities, which would reflect dishonour upon the ancient
fraternity. He is to be industrious in his profession, and
true to the Lord and Master he serves. He is to labour
Justly, and not to eat any man’s bread for nought; but to
pay truly for his meat and drink. What leisure his labour
allows, he is to employ in studying the arts and sciences
with a diligent mind, that he may the better perform all
his duties, to his Creator, his country, his neighbour, and
himself. :

He is to seek and acquire, as far as possible, the virtues
of patience, meekness, self-denial, forbearance, and the like,
which give him the command over himself, and enable him
to govern his own family with affection, dignity and pru-
dence: at the same time checking every disposition inju-
rious to the world, and promoting that love and service
which brethren of the same household owe to each other.

Therefore, to afford succour to the distressed, to divide
our bread with the industrious poor, and to put the mis-
guided traveller into the way, are duties of the craft, suit-
able to its dignity, and expressive of its usefulness. But,
though a mason is never to shut his ear unkindly against
the complaints of any of the human race, yet, when a bro-
ther is oppressed or suffers, he is in a more peculiar man-
ner called to open his whole soul in love and compassion to
him, and to relieve him without prejudice, according to
his capacity.

It is also necessary, that all who would be true masons
should learn to abstain from all malice, slander and evil
speaking; from all provoking, reproachful and ungodly
language: keeping always a tongue of good report.
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A mason should know how to obey those who are set over
him; however inferior they may be in worldly rank or con-
dition. ¥Ne-tthough masonry divests no man of his ho-
nours and titles, yet, in the lodge, preeminence of virtue,
and knowledge in the royal art, is considered as the true
source of all nobility, rule and government.

The virtue indispensably requisite in masons, is secrecy.
This is the guard of their confidence, and the security of
their trust. So great stress is to be laid upon it, that it is
enforced under the strongest penalties and obligations; nor,
in their esteem, is any man to be accounted wise, who has
not intellectual strength and ability sufficient to cover and
conceal such honest secrets as are committed to him, as
well as his own more serious and private affairs.

SECTION IV.
Of Prerequisites.

No person is capable of becoming a member, unless, to-
gether with the virtues aforementioned, or at least a dis-
position to seek and acquire them, he is also free born; of
mature and discreet age;* of good report; of sufficient na-
tural endowments, and the senses of a man; with an estate,
office, trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquiring
an honest livelihood, and of working in his craft, as be-
comes the members of this most ancient and honourable
fraternity, who ought not only to earn what is sufficient for
themselves and families, but likewise something to spare
for works of charity, and supporting the true dignity of
the royal craft. Every person desiring admission must
also be upright in body, not deformed or dismembered, at
the time of making; but of hale and entire limbs, as a
man ought to be.

No brother shall propose for admission into this ancient
and honourable society, any person, through friendship or
partiality, who does not possess the moral and social vir-
tues, a sound head and a good heart; and who has not
an entire excmption from all those ill qualities and vices,
which would bring dishonour on the craft.

® Not under twenty-one years.
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SECTION V.
Instructions for the Candidate.” “*

A strict, though private and impartial, inquiry will be
made into the character and ability of the candidate, before
he can be admitted into any lodge: and by the rules of
masonry, no friend, who can wish to propose him, may
shew him any favour. But if he have a friend who is a
mason, and is every way satisfied, his duty is described as
follows:

SECTION VI.
Of proposing Candidates.

Every person desirous of being made a free-mason in
any lodge, shall be proposed by a member, who shall give
an account of the candidate’s name, age, quality, title,
trade, place of residence, description of his person, and
other necessary requisites; as mentioned in the foregoing
sections. And it is generally required, that such praposal
be also seconded by some one or more members, who are
acquainted with the candidate. Such proposals shall also
be made in lodge hours, at least one lodge night before ini-
tiation; in order that the brethren may have suflicient time
and opportunity to make a strict inquiry into the morals,
character, and circumstances of the candidate: for which
purpose a special committee is sometimes appointed.

The brother who proposes a candidate shall, at the same
time, deposit such a sum of money for him as the rules or
by-laws of the lodge may require; which is forfeited to
the lodge if the candidate should not attend according to
his proposal; but is to be returned to him if he should
not be approved or elected. 1In case he be elected, he is
1o pay, in addition to his deposit, such farther sum as the
laws of the lodge may require; and clothe the lodge, or
make some other present, as his circumstances will admit
and the brethren agree to accept, for the benefit of the craft
and of distressed members.



70 CONSTITUTIONS.

SECTION VIL
The Candidate.

He has a right, before his admission, to desire his friend
to shew him the warrant, or dispensation, by which the
lodge is held; which, if genuine, he will find to be an in-
strument written, or printed, upon parchment, and signed
by some grand-master, his deputy, the grand wardens, and
grand secretary; sealed with the grand lodge seal: con-
stituting particular persons, therein named, as master and
wardens, with full power to congregate and hold a lodge
at such a place, and therein ¢make and admit free-masons,
according to the most ancient and honourable custom of the
royal craft, in all ages and nations throughout the known
world, with full power and authority to nominate and
choose their successors,” &c.

He may also request the perusal of the by-laws; which
being short, he may read in the presence of his friend,
and be shewn a list of the members of the lodge: by all
which he will better be able to judge whether he could as-
sociate with them, and render a ready conformity to their
rules. Being thus free to judge for himself, he will not
be liable to the dangers of deception. But, on the contrary,
will be admitted into a society, where he may converse
with men of honour and honesty—be exercised in all the
offices of brotherly love, and be made acquainted with
some things, of which it is not lawful to speak, or make
known out of the lodge.

Previously to his introduction, every candidate ought to
subscribe the following declaration:

«I, A. B. do seriously declare,upon my honour, that, un-
biassed by friends, and uninfluenced by unworthy motives,
I freely and voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the
mysteries of free-masonry; that I am solely prompted by
a favourable opinion coneeived of the institution, a desire
of knowledge, and a sincere wish to be serviceable to my
fellow-creatures: and that I will cheerfully conform to the
ancient established usages and customs of the society. As
witness my hand, this day of in the yecar »

. A. B.
;’5 g }Witnesses.
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CHAPTER II.
OF A LODGE, AND ITS GOVERNMENT.

SECTION I.

Of a Lodge.

A lodge is a place where masons assemble and work:
ace that assembly, or duly organized society of masons,
called a lodge:* and every brother ought to belong to
e, and to be subject to its by-laws and the genmeral
julations. It is either particular or general, and will be
it understood by attending it, and by the regulations of
y general or grand lodge hereunto annexed. In ancient
1es, no master or fellow could be absent from it, espe-
lly when warned to appear at it, without incurring a se-
%e censure, until it appeared to the master and wardens,
it pure necessity hindered him.

SECTION II.
Of Officers and Members, in general.

A lodge ought to assemble for work at least once in every
endar month; and must consist of one master, two war.
18, senior and junior, one secretary, one treasurer, two
icons, one or more stewards, a tyler, and as many mem-
's as the master and the majority of the lodge shall
nk proper: although more than forty or fifty (when they
1 attend regularly, as the wholesome rules of the craft
|uire) are generally found incenvenient for working to
vantage; and, therefore, when a lodge comes to be thus.
merous, some of the ablest master workmen, and others
der their direction, will obtain leave to separate, and ap-
r to the grand lodge for a warrant to work by themselves,
order to the advancement of the craft, as the laws here-
er to be delivered will more particularly shew.

Every member of a working lodge should be a masters
1son.

' 8o the word church ix expressive both of the congregation and the
ce of worship. L.
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SECTION III.
Of the Master—his Election, Office, and Duty.

All preferment among masons depends on real wort‘
and personal merit only, that the society may be well
served, and the royal craft maintained.

No brother should be master till he has first served a
lodge acceptably in the office of warden; unless in extra-
ordinary cases, or when a new lodge is to be formed, and
no past or former warden is to be found among the mem-
bers. But, three master-masons, although they have served
in no such offices, if they be well learned, may be consti-
tuted master and wardens of such new lodge, or of any old
lodge in the like emergency; and it shall be their first
duty to qualify themselves thoroughly for their office.

The master of every lodge shall be annually chosen by
ballot, on some stated lodge night. Each member hath
one vote. And when the ballot is closed, the former mas-
ter shall carefully examine the votes, and audibly declare
him who hath the majority to be duly elected. In like
manner shall the lodge proceed in the choice of all the
other officers; great care being taken, that none be put in
nomination, for favour or affection, birth or fortune, ex-
clusively of the consideration of real merit, and ability to
fill the office, for the honour and advancement of masonry.
No mason chosen into any oflice can refuse to serve, unless
he has served in the same oflice before. The master of
every regular lodge, thus duly elected and installed, has it
in special charge, as appertinent to his office, duty and
dignity, to sec that all the by-laws of his lodge, as well
as the gencral regulations from the grand lodge, be duly
observed; that his wardens discharge their office faithfully,
and be examples of diligence and sebriety to the craft; that
true and exact minutes and entries of all proceedings be
made and kept by the secretary; that the treasurcr keep
and render exact and just accounts at the stated times,
according to the by-laws and orders of the lodge; and, in
general, that all the goods and monies belonging to the
body be truly managed and dispensed, according to the
vote and direction of the majority.

The master shall also take care that no apprentice or
fellow craft be taken into his house or lodge, unless he has
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sufficient employment for him, and finds him to be duly
qualified, according to the rules before laid down, for
learning and understanding the sublime mysteries of the
art. Thus shall apprentices be admitted, upon farther im-
provement, as fellow crafts; and, in due time, be raised to
the sublime degree of master masons; animated with the
prospect of passing in future through all the higher honours
of masenry, viz. those of wardens and masters of their
lodges, and perhaps at length of grand wardens and grand
masters of all the lodges, according to their merit.

The master of a particular lodge has the right and au-
thority of calling his lodge, or congregating the members
into a chapter, at pleasure, upon the application of any of
the brethren, and upon any emergency amd occurrence,
which, in his judgment, may require their meeting; and
he is to fill the chair when present. It is likewise his
duty, together with his wardens, to attend the grand
lodge, at the quarterly cemmunications; and such occa-
sional or special grand communications as the good of the
craft may require, when duly summoned by the grand
secretary, and within such reasonable distance of the place
of holding the grand lodge, as the laws of the same may
have ascertained. When in the grand lodge, and at gene-
ral as well as special communications, the master and war-
dens, or either of them, have full power and authority to
represent their lodge, and to transact all matters, as well
and truly as if the whole body were there present.

The master has the right of appointing some brother,
who is most commonly the secretary of the lodge, to kcep
the book of by-laws, and other laws given to the lodge by
proper authority; and in this book shall also be kept the
names of all the members of the lodge, and a list of all the
lodges within the same grand communication, with the
usual times and places of their meeting.

SECTION 1V.

Of the Wardens of a Lodge.

1. None but master-masons can be wardens of a lodge.
2. The senior warden succeeds to all the duties of the
master, and fills the chair when he is absent. If the mas-
ter goes abroad on business, resigns, or is deposed, the
senior warden shall fill his place until the next stated time
of election. And a.lthgugh it was formerly held, that in
4
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such cases the master’s authority ought to revert to the last
past master who is present, yet it is now the settled rule,
that the authority devolves upon the senior warden, and,
in his absence, upon tlie junior warden, even although a
former master be present. But the wardens 'wilvlvﬁnerally
honour a past master that may be present, and will call on
him to take the chair, upon the presumption of his
rience and skill in conducting the business of the lodge.
Nevertheless, such past master still holds his authority un.
der the senior warden, and cannot act until he congregates
the lodge. If none of the officers be present, nor any for-
mer master to take the chair, the members, according to
seniority and merit, shall fill the places of the absent of-
ficers.

The business of the wardens in the lodge is, generally,
to assist the master in conducting the business, and man-
aging the craft, in due order and form, when the master
is present. Particular lodges do likewise, by their by-
laws, assign particular duties to their wardens for their
own better government; which such lodges have a right to *
do, provided they transgress not the old land marks, nor
in any degree violate the true genius and spirit of masonry.

SECTION V.
Of the Secretary of a Lodge.

The secretary shall keep a proper register or record of
all transactions and proceedings of the lodge, that are to
be committed to writing; which shall be faithfully entered
in the lodge books, from the minutes taken in open lodge,
after being duly read; amended, if necessary; and approved
of before the close of every meeting; in order that the said
transactions, or authentic copics, may be laid before the
grand lodge, once in every quarter, if required.

In particular, the secretary shall keep exact lists of all
the members of the lodge, with the admission of new mem-
bers; and shall prepare, and send to the secretary of the
grand lodge, the list of members, together with all ex-
pulsions and rejections for the time being, to the im-
tent that the grand secretary, and consequently the
the members of the grand lodge, may be at all times
enabled to know the names, and number of members in
each lodge under their jurisdiction, with the hand writing
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of the different officers, and to pay all due respect to the
brethren recommended by them.

SECTION VI.

Of the Treasurer of a Lodge.

The treasurer is to receive and keep exact accounts of
all monies raised, or paid according to rule, for the ad-
vancement of the lodge and benefit of the brethren, and to

y all orders duly drawn upon him by the authority of the
odge. He is to keep regular entries, both of his receipts
and expenses; and to have his books and vouchers always
ready for examination at such stated times as the by-laws
require, or when specially called upon by order of the mas-
ter and brethren.

The treasurer is likewise to have the charge and custody
of the chest, jewels and furniture of the lodge; unless when
the master and majority may judge it more convenient to
appoint some other responsible brother for that particular
duty; or when the officers of the lodge may take the charge
immediately upon themselves. But the warrant or charter
is in the custody of the master.

SECTION VII.

Of the Deacons of a Lodge.

The deacons are to assist the master and wardems in
the execution of their duty, to examine and welcome visit-
ing brethren, to prepare candidates, and to perform such
other services as are assigned them, .

SECTION VIII.

Stewards.

The stewards are to provide refreshment, and make a
regular report of the expense te the treasurer; and to see
that the regalia of the lodge are in good order, and always
ready for use.*

*mn particularly in th where refreshments ly or
mever used, the ofhios of steward i not recogaized.
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SECTION IX.
Of the Tyler of a Lodge.

In order that due decorum be observed, while the lodge
is engaged in what is serious and solemn, and for the pre-
servation of secrecy and good harmony, a brother well
skilled in the master’s part, shall be appointed and paid
for tyling the lodge door, during the time of communica-
tion. Generally a brother is to be preferred, to whom the
fees of the office may be necessary and serviceable, on ac-
count of his particular circumstances.

His duty is fixed by custom, and known to every brother.
He is te be true and trusty, and to obey the special direc-
tions of the lodge.

SECTION X.

Of the number to be Initiated,

No lodge shall make more than five new brethren at one
time; nor shall any person be made, or admitted a member
of a'lodge, without being proposed at least™fne lodge night
before, unless in cases of emergency, or by dispensation from
the grand-master, or his deputy in his absence, that due notice
may be given to all the members for the necessary inquiries
into the candidate’s character; and that there may be una-
nimity in the election and admission of members.

SECTION XI.
Of Privileges in Lodges.

The majority of every particular lodge, when duly con-
gregated, have the privilege of instructing their master
and wardens for their conduct in the grand lodge and quar-
terly communications; and all particular lodges, in the
same general communication, shall, as much as possible,
observe the same rules and usages, and appoint some of
their members to visit each other in the different lodges, as
often at it may be convenient.

When it so happens that a lodge cannot attend the com-
munications of the grand lodge, they may appoint a bre-
ther, who is a master mason, and of rcal merit, and give
him instructions to represent them, and vote in their be-
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half. He bearing their certificate under the seal of the
lodge, and signed by the master and wardens, may, if ap~
proved by the officers of the grand lodge, take his seat
among them, and vote and act in the name of the lodge he
represents. But no individual can appear for more than
one lodge at the same time.

Lodges shall have place according to the date of their
constitution. -

If any lodge shall cease to meet regularly for twelve
months successively, its charter shall be void.

CHAPTER III.

QF THE BEHAVIOUR OF MASONS, AS MEMBERS OF A LODGE.
1. Of Jttendance.

Every brother ought to belong to some regular lodge,
and sheuld always appear therein properly clothed; truly
subjecting himself to all its by-laws and the general regu-
lations. He must attend all meetings, when duly summon-
ed, unless he can offer to the master and wardens such plea
of necessity for his absence as the said laws and regula-
tions may admit.

By the ancient rules and usages of masonry, which are
generally adopted among the by-laws of every lodge, no

lea was judged sufficient to excuse any absentee, unless
Ke could satisfy the lodge, that he was detained by some
extraordinary and unforeseen necessity.

None have a right to vote in the lodge, but such as are
members.

No brother shall be a member of more than one lodge at
the same time.

2. Of Working.

All masons should work faithfully and honestly. All the
working hours appointed by law, or confirmed by custom,
are to be strictly observed.

The usual hours of working are, «from seven o’clock in

the evening until ten, between the 25th of March and the

25th of September; and from six until nine, between the
25th of September and the 25th of March.”
The master and masons shall faithfully finish their work.

o
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None shall envy a brother’s prosperity, or put himn out of
his work, if capable of finishing it.

All masons shall receive their wages without murmuring.
They must avoid all unbecoming modes of expression; aad
shall call each other brother, in the lodge.

8. Of Behaviowr in the Lodge.
‘While the lodge is open for work, masons must hold nd
private conversation or committees, without leave from the
master; nor talk of any thing foreign or impertinent, nor

interrupt the master or wardens, or afy brother address-
ing himself to the chair; nor behave inattentively, while

. the lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn; but

" &

every brother shall pay due reverence to the master, the
wardens, and all his fellows.
Every brother guilty of a fault shall submit to the lodge,
unless he appeal to the grand lodge.
No private offences, or disputes about nations, families,
religions, or politics, must be drought within the doors of the
e'

4. Of Behuviour after the Lodge is closed.

When the lodge is closed, and the labour finished, the
brethren, before they depart home to their rest, may enjoy
themselves with innocent mirth, enlivened and exalted with
their own Peculiar songs and sublime pieces of music; but
avoiding all excess, considering each other, in the hours
both of labour and festivity, as always free. And there-
fore no brother is to be hindered from going home whea
be pleases; for although, after lodge hours, masons are as
other men, yet if they should fall into excess, the blame,
though unjustly, may be cast upon the fraternity, by the
ignorant or the envious.

CHAPTER IV.

OF THE BEHAVIOUR OF MASONS, IN THEIR PRIVATE CHA.
RACTER.

1. When a number of Brethren happen to meet, without any
Stranger among them, and not in a Lodge.

In such case you are to salute each other in a courtepus
manner, as you are or may be instructed in the lodge, and
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freely communicating hints of knowledge, but without dis-
closing secrets, unless to those who have given long proof
of their taciurnity and hounour. Masonry divests no man
of the hoaours due to him before, or that may become due
after he was made a mason. Om the contrary, it increases
respect, teaching us to add to all his other honours, those
which as masons we cheerfully pay to an eminent brother,
distinguishing him above all of his rank and station, and
serving him readily according to our ability.

8. When in the presence of Sirangers, who are not Masons.

Before those who are not masons, yeu must be cautious
in your words and carriage; so that the most penetrating
stranger shall not be able to discover what is not proper to
be intimated. The impertinent and ensnaring questions, or
ignorant and idle discourse of those who seek to pry inta the
secrets and mysteries. of the craft, must be prudently an-
swered and managed, or the discourse wisely diverted to
apother subject, as your discretion and duty shall direct.

S. When at home, and in your neighbourhood.

Masons ought to be moral men. Consequently they
should be good husbands, good parents, good sons, and
good neighbours; avoiding all excess injurious to them-
selves or families, and wise as to all affairs, both of their
ewn household and of the lodge, for certain reasons known
to themselves,

4. Of behaviour towards a foreign brother, or stranger.

You are cautiously to examine a stranger, or foreign
brother, as prudence and the rules of the craft direct, that
you may not be imposed upon by a pretender; and if you
discover any one to.be such, you are to reject him, but with
froper caution. But such as are found to be true and faith-

ul, you are to respect as brethers, relieving them, if in
want, to your utmost power, or directing them how to find
relief; and employing them, if you can, or else recommend-
ing them to employment,

5. Of bcha'vigur towards a brother, whether present er absent.

Free and accepted masons, have ever been charged’to
avoid all slander of true and faithful brethren, with all

3
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malice and unjust resentment, or talking disrespectfully of
a brother’s person or performance. Nor must they suffer
any to spread unjust reproaches or calumnies against a
brother behind his back, nor to injure him in his fortume,
occupation or character; but they shall defend such a broth-
er, and give him notice of any danger or injury wherewith
be may be threatened, to enable him to escape the same, as
far as is consistent with honour, prudence, and the safety of
religion, morality, and the state, but no farther.

6. Concerning differences and law suits, if any such should
unhappily arise among brethren.

If a brother do you injury, or if you have any difference
with him about any worldly or temporal business, or inter-
est apply first to your own or his lodge, to have the matter
in dispute adjusted by the brethren. And if either party be
not satisfied with the determination of the lodge, an appeal
may be made to the grand lodge; and you are never to en-
ter into a law suit, until the matter cannot be decided as
above. And if it be a matter that wholly concerns masonry,
law suits are to be entirely avoided, and the good ad-
vice of prudent brethren is to be followed, as they are the
best referees of such differences.

But where references are either impracticable or unsuc-
cessful, and courts of law or equity must at last decide,
you must still follow the general rules of masonry, avoiding
all wrath, malice, rancour, and personal ill will, in carry-
ing on the suit with a brother; neither saying or doing any
thing to prevent the continuance or renewal of that brother-
ly love and friendship, which are the glory and cement of
this ancient fraternity.

Thus shall we shew to all the world the benign influences
of masonry, as wise, true and faithful brethren have done
from the beginning of time; and as all who shall follow us,
and would be thought worthy of that name, will continue
to do.

(I7 These charges, and such others as shall be given
to you, in a way that cannot be written, you are strictly
and conscientiously to observe; and, that they may be the
better observed, they should be read or made known to
new brethren at their making; and at other times, as the
master shall direct.—Amen!
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CHAPTER V.
Of Grand Lodges in general.

A grand lodge consists of the masters and wardens of
all the regular lodges within its jurisdiction, with the
grand muster at their head, the deputy grand master on
his left, and the grand wardens in their proper places; at-
tended also by the grand secretary, grand treasurer, grand
marshal, grand sword bearer, grand tyler, grand pursui-
vant, and other necessary officers, as will be explained in
the proper places; all of whom must be master masons.

No new lodge is acknowledged, nor can their officers be
admitted into the grand lodge, until such new lodge is
first regularly constituted, and registered by the authority
of the grand lodge.

All past grand masters, past deputy grand masters, and
past grand wardens, are considered as members of, and ad-
mitted to vote in, all grand lodges. By courtesy, as well
as custom, past masters, past grand secretaries, aifd
past grand treasurers, have the privilege of sitting in all
grand lodges, and voting in such matters, as, by the rules
of the grand lodge, they might or could have voted in,
while in office.*

No master, warden, or other member of the grand lodge.
should cver attend the same, without the jewels which
he ought to wear in his own particular lodge, except for
some good and sufficient reason to be allowed of in the
grand lodge. And when the officer of any particular lodge,
from such urgent business, or necessity, as may regularly
plead his excuse, cannot personally attend the grand lodge,
he may nominate and send a brother of his lodge, with his
jewel and clothing, to supply his room, and support the
honour of his lodge in the grand lodge.

A brother of eminence, and of the rank of master, hav-
ing business, or whose attendance is necessary in any point
of evidence or intelligence, may be admitted into the grand
lodge upon motion. or leave asked and given; but such
brother, thus admitted, shall have no vote, nor be allowed
to speak to any question, without leave, or unless desired
to give his opinion.

‘The grand lodge should mecet four times a year statedly.

® So long only as they continue members of a working lodge.
11
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for quarterly communications,* and should also have occa-
sional meetings and adjournments, monthly or otherwise,
as business may require; and such meetings shall be hel4 in
the hall of the grand lodge, unless for some particular rea-
son the grand master should think fit to appoint some other
place of special meeting.

All matters in the grand lodge shall be determined by
& majority of votes, each member having one vote, unless
the grand lodge leave any particular thing to the deter-
mination of the grand master.

The business of the grand lodge, whether at quarterly
communications or other meetings, is seriously to communi-
cate and consider, transact and settle all matters that con-
cern the prosperity of the craft and the fraternity in gene.
ral, or private lodges and brethren in particular. Thus
all differences, that cannot be accommodated privately, nor
by a particular lodge, are to be seriously considered and
decided. And if any brother thinks himself aggrieved by
such decision, he may, by lodging an appeal in writing
with the grand secretary, have the matter reheard, and
finally determined upon at the next ensuing quarterly com-
munication, provided it be not the annual grand lodge, or
the feast days of St. John; on which, by the new and wise
regulations, it is agreed and ordered that no petitions or
appeals shall be heard, nor any business transacted, that
tends to interrupt the harmony of the assembly; but all
shall be referred to the next meeting of the grand lodge.
And, in general, whatever business cannot be transacted
or finished at any one meeting of the grand lodge, may
be either adjourned to the next, or referred to a proper
committee, to be by them heard, considered and reported
upon to the said next meeting.

The officers of all private lodges, under the jurisdiction
of the grand lodge, shall, at every quarterly communica-
tion, (except the distant lodges, which shall annually on or
before the festival of Saint John the Evangelist) deliver
an exact list of such members as have been made, or even
admitted by them, since the last preceding communication;
and books shall be kept in the grand lodge, by some able
brother to be appointed grand secretary, in which the
said lists and returns shall be duly recorded; together
with all the lodges in communication, the usual times and

¢ In some of the states the meetings of the grand lodge take place semi-
annually. -
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Elaces of their assembly, and the names of all their mem-
ers. [n the said books are also to be registered, all the
proceedings, and other affairs of the grand lodge, which
are proper to be writlen.

The grand lodge shall likewise consider of the most pru-
dent and effectual meaus of collecting, and managing, what
money may accrue to the general charity fund.

SECTION II.

Of the Election of the Grand Master.

The grand lodge must meet in some convenient place,
in order to elect new or reappoint the old officers, and
such election or reappointment shall be made in such
season that the grand lodge may be completely organized,
and duly prepared for the celebration of the annual feast
in June, and other important business of the season.

The election shall be made either by holding up of
hands or by ballot, as may be agreed by the majority,
on motion made and seconded for that purpose; provided
always, that the brother recommended by the gran(l
master in office, as his successor, be the first voted for,
either by holding up of hands or by ballot, and if he is
not chosen, the other candidates in the order they were
goposed, until one has the majority of voices or ballots.

hen the election is thus made, he is to be proclaimed,
installed and saluted, if present: but if not present, a day
is to be appointed for this ccremony. 'The ceremony of
installing the new grand master is to be conducted by
the last grand master; but he may, nevertheless, order
any brother well skilled in the ceremony to assist him,
or to act as bis deputy, on the occasion.

In case the new grand master, when nominated or chosen,
cannot attend at the time appointed for his instalment, he
may be installed by proxy, on signifying his acceptance of
the office; but such proxy must bo either the last or a for-
mer grand master, or else a very reputable past master.

SECTION III.

Of the Election or Appointment of the Deputy Grand Master.

The last grand master thus continued, or a new grand
master thus appointed and installed, hath an inherent right
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to nominate and appoint the deputy grand master; because,
as the grand master cannot be supposed to be able to give
his attendance on every emergency, it hath been always
judged necessary, not only to allow him a deputy, but that
such deputy should be a person in whom he can perfectly
confide, and with whom he can have full harmony.

SECTION 1IV.

Of the Grand Wardens.,

The grand lodge has the right of electing the grand
wardens, and any member has a right to propose ene or
both the candidates, either the old wardens, or new ones;
and the two persons wlro have the majority of votes or bal-
lots, are declared duly elected.

SECTION V.

Of the Grand Secretary.

The office of grand secretary hath become of very great
importance in the grand lodge. All the transactions of the
lodge are to be drawn into form, and duly recorded by him.
All petitions, applications and appeals, are to pass through
his hands. No warrant, certificate or instrument of writ-
ing from the grand lodge, is authentic, without his attcs-
tation and signature, and his affixing the grand seal, as the
laws require. The gencral correspondence with lodges
and brethren over the whole world, is to be managed by
him, agrecably to the voice of the grand lodge, and direc-
tions of the grand master or his deputy, whom he must,
therefore, be always ready to attend, with the books of the
lodge, in order to give all necessary information concern-
ing the general state of matters, and what is proper to be
done upon any emergency,

For these rcasous, at every annual clection or appoint-
ment of grand officers, the nomination or appointment of
the grand secretary has been considered as the right of the
grand master, being properly his amanuensis, and an of-
ficer as necessary to him as his deputy. But in America,
grand masters, not being tenacious of prerogative, have
relinquished this privilege; and the grand secretary is
chosen by nomination and vote of the grand lodge.

The grand secretary, by virtue of his oftice, is a mem-
ber of the grand lodge, and may sit and vote accordingly.
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"The grand secretary may have an assistant, with the con-
sent of the grand lodge: but he will not be considered as a
member, nor admitted to vote.

SECTION VI.

Of the Election and Office of Grand Treasurer.

The grand treasurer is elected by the body of the grand
lodge, in the same manner as the grand wardens; he being
considered as an officer peculiarly responsible to all the
members in due form assembled, as having the charge of
their common stock and property. To him is committed the
care of all money raised for the general charity, and other
uses of the grand lodge; an account of which he is regularly to
enter in a book, with the respective uses for which the seve-
ral sums are intended. He is likewise to pay out, or expend
the same upon such orders, signed, as the rules of the
grand lodge in this respect shall allow to be valid.

The grand treasurer, by virtue of his office, is a member
of the grand lodge. He shall always be present in the
lodge, and ready to attend the grand master, and other
grand officers, with his books for inspection when required;
and likewise any committee that may be appointed for ad-
justing and examining his accounts.

SECTION VII.

Of the Grand Tyler, and Grand Pursuivant.

These officers of the grand lodge must be master masons,
but none of them are members of the grand lodge. The
tyler’s duty is to attend at the door, to see that none but
members enter into the lodge.

The business of the pursuivant is to stand at the inward
door of the grand lodge, and to report the names and titles
of all that want admittance, as given to him by the tyler.

He is also to go upon messages, and perform other services
known in the lodge.

{3 The grand deacons, whose duty is well known in
the grand lodge, as particular assistants to the grand mas-
ter and senior warden, in conducting the business of the
lodge, are always mcmbers of the same; and may be either

nominated occasionally on every lodge night, or appointed
annually. ,
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SECTION VIII.

General Rules for conducting the business of the Grand Lodge,
in case of the absence of any of the Grand Officers.

If the grand master is absent at any meeting of the grand
lodge, stated or occasional, the deputy is to supply his place.

If the deputy be likewise absent, the senior grand war-
den takes the chair, and in his absence the jumior grand
warden. All grand officers, present and past, take place
of every master of a lodge, and the present grand officers
take place of all past grand officers. Nevertheless, any of
them may resign their privilege, to do honour to any emi-
nent brother and past master, whom the lodge may be will-
ing to placein the chair on any particular occasion.

If the grand officers are not present at any grand lodge
duly suminoned, the master of the senior private lodge who
may be present, is to take the chair, although there may be
masters of lodges present, who are older masons.

But to prevent disputes, the grand master, when he finds
he must be necessarily absent from any grand lodge, usually
gives a special commission, under his hand and seal of office,
countersigned by the grand secrctary, to the senior grand
warden, or in his absence to the junior, or in case of the
absence of both, to any other grand officer, or particular
master of a lodge, past or present, to supply his place, if
the deputy grand master be necessarily absent.

But if there be no special commission, thc general rule of
precedence is, that the junior grand warden supplies the

ace of the senior in his absence; and if both are absent,

e oldest former grand wardens take placc immediately,
und act as grand wardens, pro tempore, unless they resign
their privilege.

When neither the grand wardens of the present, nor of
any former year, are in company, the grand master, or be
that legally presides in his stead, calls forth whom he
pleases to act as deputy grand master and grand wardens,
although the preference is generally given to the master or
past master of the oldest lodge present. The presiding
grand officer has the further privilege of appointing a se-
cretary or any other grand officer, if neither the stated
officers, nor the deputies of such of them as have a right
to nominate a deputy, be present.
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In case of the death of a grand master, the same order
of succession and precedency takes place, as is above set
forth, until a new grand master 4s duly chosen and in-
stalled.

Old grand officers may be again chesen officers of private
lodges, and this does not deprive them of any of the privi-
leges to which, as old grand officers, they are entitled in the
grand lodge; only, an old grand officer, being the officer of
a private lodge, must depute a past officer of his particular
lodge to act for him in the grand lodge, when he ascends to
his former rank in the same.

SECTION IX.
Of Grand Visitations, Communications, Annual Feasts, &e.

The grand master with his deputy, the grands wardens
and grand secretary, shall, if possible, arnnually, go at
least once round, and visit all the lodges under his juris-
diction; or, when this laudable duty becomes impractica-
ble, from the extent of his jurisdiction and large number
of lodges, he shall, as often as necessary, and if possible
annually, appoint visiters, of different districts, composed
of his grand officers, and such other assistants as he may
think proper, who shall make faithful report of their pro-
ceedings to the grand lodge, according to the imstructions
given them.

When both the grand masters are absent, the senior op
junior grand warden may preside as deputy in visiting
odges, or in constituting any new lodge.

The brethren of all the regular lodges, in the same gene-
ral jurisdiction and grand communication, shall meet in
some convenient place on 8t. John’s day, to celebrate their
festival; either in their own or any other regular lodge, as
they shall judge most convenient. And any brethren, who
are found true and faithful members of the ancient craft,
may be admitted. But only those who are members of the
grand lodge must be present during the installation of
grand officers.
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CHAPTER I.

Ceremony of constituting and consecrating a Lodge, installing
the Officers, &c.

A~y number of master masons, not under seven, rc¢
solved to form a new lodge, must apply, by petition to the
grand master; setting forth, ¢that they are regular* ma-
sons, and are at present, or have been, members of regular
lodges: that, having the prosperity of the fraternity at
heart, they are willing to exert their best endeavours to
promote and diffuse the genuine principles of masonry:
that, for the conveniency of their respective dwellings, and
other good reasons, they have agreed to form a new lodge,
to be named ———, and have nominated, and do recommend
A. B. to be the first master: that, in consequence of this
resolution, they pray for a warrant of constitution, to em-
power them to assemble as a regular lodge, on the —— of
every month, at ——, and then and there to discharge the
duties of masonry in a regular and constitutional manner,
according to the original forms of the order, and the laws
of the grand lodge; that, the prayer of the petition being
granted, they promise a strict conformity to all the regula-
tions and commands of the grand master, and to all the
constitutional laws of the grand lodge.”

This application being properly signed, and recom-
mended by brethren of approved reputation, who are ac-
quainted with the petitioners,t is to be laid before the
grand lodge; and, if it meet their approbation, a warrant

® By regular masons, is to be understood persons initiated into masonry
in a constitutional manner, agreeably to the ancient charges and regulations
of the order.

t It is usual for those who petition for a new lodge, to be recommended
by the brethren of three lodges, nearest to the place where the new lodge
is intended to be holden; or by the masters of them.
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is granted. In case the grand lodge is not in session, the
and master, or, in his absence,_his deputy, can form the

said brethren by dispensation, which, however, cannot re-

main in force any longer than the time specified therein.

FORM OF A WARRANT.
From high and undoubted Authority.

The following form of a warrant is copied verbatim et lit- :

teratim from a warrant, now in the possession of the
compiler of this work, issued by Lawrence Dermot,
Esq. D. G. M. of the G. L. of England:

To all whom it may concern:

WE, the grand lodge of the state of N

T. E. W. of the most ancient and honourable fra-
Grand-Master. ternity of free and accepted masons, ac-
cording to the old institution duly estab-
lished, constituted and organized for the
said state, according to the resolutions,
. and by the authority of a grand conven-
tion, held at ——, in the year of masonry ——, do here-
by constitute and appoint our trusty and well beloved
brethren, A. B. master, C. D. senior warden, and E. F.
junior warden of a new lodge, number ——, to be held at
——, and we do hereby authorise and empower our said
trusty and well beloved brethren to hold their lodge, at the
place hereby directed and appointed, at such times as they
shall think necessary and convenient, and according to the
constitutions of masonry, and to admit and make free ma-
sons according to the most ancient and honourable custom
of the royal craft in all ages and nations throughout the
knownf{world, and not contrarywise—and we do further au-
thorize and empower our said brethren and their succes-
sors to hear and determine all and singular matters and
things relating to the craft, within the jurisdiction of the
said lodge, number ——; and lastly, we do hereby authorise
and empower our said trusty and well beloved brethren A
B, C D, and E F, to nominate, choose, and install their
successors, to whom they shall deliver this warrant, and
invest them with all their powers and dignities as free ma-
sons, and such successors shall, in like manner, nominate,
choose, and install their successors, &c. &c. &c. such in-

12

SEAL.

"
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stallations to be upon or near St. John, the evangélist’s day,
during the continuance of this lodge, forever. Provided
always, that the said above named brethren, and their suc-
cessors, pay due respect to the right worshipful grand
lodge, from whom they have their authority, otherwise this
warrant to be of no force or virtue.

Given under our hands, and the seal of the grand lodge,
at ——, this day of ——, in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and ——, and of ma-
sonry, five thousand seven hundred and —.

W. H. W. Senior Grand Warden.
C. W. Junior Grand Warden.
E. G. W. Grand Treasurer.

P. L. Deputy Grand Master.

B. C. H. Grand Secretary.

COPY OF A DISPENSATION.
To all whom it may concern:

WHEREAS it appears to me from the petition of sundry
brethren of ——, within the state of » Who are recom-
mended and vouched to me as worthy and fit master masons,
by the master, wardens, and other members of s CON-
stituted under our jurisdiction, that the congregation of
the said petitioners and others, whom they may think
proper to admit into their society, will have a tendency
to further and promote the craft; and as such a congrega-
tion can be formed during the recess of the grand lodge,
by virtue of a special dispensation only—I, therefore,
——, G. M. of the said grand lodge of s do hereby,
as right worshipful grand master of the said grand
lodge, and agreeably to the constitution of Ancient York
Masons, grant this dispensation, thereby authorising and
empowering our trusty and well beloved brother —,
Esq. s in the town of ——, to congregate a sufficient
number of worthy brethren at some certain place in the
town of » to form and open a lodge after the manner of
ancient masons, and in the said lodge, while thus open, to ad-
mit, enter and make free masons according to the true an-
cient custom, and not otherwise, with the sole intent and
view, that the brethren so congregated, admitted, cntered,
and made, when they become a sufficient number, may, in
good order and time, be duly warranted and constituted for
being and holding a regular lodge for the further promot-
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ing the craft, and increasing the number of worthy breth-
ren; provided, that this dispensation do continue, and be in
force, until the next session of the grand lodge, and no
longer.

Given under my hand and the seal of the grand lodge,
and countersigned by the grand secretary at .
this day of ——, in the year of our Lord —,
and of masonry

3

T. E. W. Grand Master.
B. C. H. Grand Secretary.

In conscquence of this charter, a lodge may be held, at
the place therein specified; and, the transactions being pro-
perly recorded, are equally valid, for the time being, with
those of a regularly constituted lodge; provided they are
afterwards approved by the brethren convened at the time

of constitution.

The grand lodge having signified its approbation of the
new lodge, the grand master appoints a day and hour for
its constituting and consecrating, and for installing the
master, wardens, and other officers.*

If the grand master and all his officers attend the cere-
mony, the lodge is said to be constituted in ample form; if
the deputy grand master only, and the other grand officers,
attend, it is said to be constituted in due form; but if the
power of performing the ceremuny is vested in any subor-
dinate lodge, it is said only to be comstituted in form; in
which case he grants his authority in the following words:

—

® No new lodge is acknowledged, nor can their officers be admitted into
the grand lodge until such new lodge is first regularly constituted, and re-
gistered by the authority of the grand lodge.t—Vide Dermot new reyula-
&iona, article 12, page 49.

1 It too frequently happens that innovations creep into our 